
Plymouth Borough

Rescheduled Work Session & Regular Meeting
November 15,2016

The Plymouth Borough work session began at 6:00 P.M and the Regular Meeting was

immediately called to order by Mr. Gary Kochinski, President of Council.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE

ROLL CALL

Mr. Cunningham Mr. Ktytor Mr. Peters Mr, Kochinski

Mr, Dixon Mr. Thomas Mr. Coughlin

CITIZEN'S REQUESTS AND COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

There were no requests or comments regarding agenda items,

Meeting Agenda

1. MOTION: TO ACCEPT OTIS'S PROPOSAL TO MAKE NECESSARY REPAIRS ON THE,

ELEVATOR AND ISSUE PAYMENT OF ONE, THOUSAND FIVE HLINDRED DOLLARS

($ 1,5oo,oo).

Mr. Cunningham made the motion.

Mr. Thomas made the second on the motion,

Mr. Kochinski explained that the motor was getting replaced which was voted on at the

last meeting. He said the company that is servicing the elevator noticed with similar models after

motor replacement that a switch tends to stick and causes the motor to burn up, He said to avoid

potential problems it was recommended to replace the solid state starler.

The vote was unanimous.

2. RISOLUTION NO. 19 OF 2016: ARESOLUTION OF THE COLINCIL OF THE BOROUGH

OF PLYMOUTH,LIJZERNE COLINTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AME,NDING RULES AND

RE,GULATIONS FOR THE PLYMOUTH BOROUGH CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.



Mr. Dixon made the motion,

Mr. Peters made the second on the motion'

Mr. Kochinski said section 5 and section 7 of the civilservice rules would be changed'

He said this would allow the Police Department to conduct voice stress analysis instead of doing

the lie detector testing during the hiring process. Mr, Kochinski said this will save the Borough

between one thousand to fifteen hundred dollars each time the Civil Service Commission comes

up with an eligibility list,

The vote was unanimous.

3. MOTION: TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 11,2016 REGULAR ME,E,TING MINUTES'

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Cunningham made the second on the motion,

The vote was unanimous,

4. MOTION: TO ACCEPT POLICE, AND TREASURER REPORTS'

Mr', Thomas made tlre motion.

Mr. Ktytor made the second on the motion,

Mr. Dixon said the fire repoft will be submitted the following day during the Safety

Committee meeting, Mr. Kochinski asked Mr. Dixon to forward a copy.

The vote was unanimous.

5. MOTION: TO PAY NOVEMBER BILLS'

GENERAL FTIND: 16-596 - 16-645

LIQUID FUEL FUND: 16-096 - 16-109

RECREATION FLIND: I 6-019 - 16-022

CAPITAL IMPROVE,MENT FLIND 16-00I -- 16-002

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Cunningham made the second on the motion

The vote was unanimous except for Mr, Thomas who voted yes on all the bills except his

supplemental insurances for which he has a personal interest because of contractual agreements.

6. MOTION: TO ENTER INTO EXCUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS POLICE PERSONNEL

AND REAL ESTATE MATTERS.

Mr. Cunningham made the motion,

Mr, Peters made the second on the motion.

Council members entered into Executive Session at6:40 P.M. and the Council Meeting

resumed at 6:50 P.M.,,

7. MOTION: I HEREBY MOVE TO HIRE, CHRISTOPHER WARD AS A PART-TIME POLICE

OFFICER AS AN AT WILL EMPLOYEE, AND SHALL RECEIVE NO BENEFITS OF ANY

TYPE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SICK TIME, VACATION TIME, HOLIDAY

PAY, OR HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE. HE SHALL BE PAID AN HOURLY RATE

oF FOURTEEN DOLLARS ($14.00) AN HOUR,

Mr. Coushlin made tlre motion.



Mr. Thomas made the second on the motion.

Mr. Coughlin said this candidate carne highly recommended by the Luzerne County

District Attorney's Office and he is a graduate of King's College.

The vote was uuatrimous.

8. MOTION: I HEREBY MOVE TO HIRE BETSY REGAN AS A PART-TIME POLICE

SECRETARY AS AN AT WILL EMPLOYEE AND SHALL RECEIVE NO BENE,FITS OF

ANY TYPE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SICK TIME, VACATION TIME,

HOLIDAY PAY, OR HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE, SHE SHALL BE PAID AN

HOURLY RATE OF TEN DOLLARS ($IO'OO) AN HOUR'

Mr. Cunningham made the motion.

Mr. Peters made the second on the motion.

Mr. Thomas asked if that was twenfy hours per week and Mr. Kochinski confirmed. Mr.

Coughlin said she is highly recommended and said she worked at Magistrate Hopkirrs Office and

Judge Whittaker's Office for years and that she has vast knowledge of the systems, Mr. Coughlin

said this was something that he brought up four years ago because he thought it was in the best

interest of the Borough to bring in a part time clerk. He said he hopes this will free up some of the

officers and give them some tirne to be out where they should be, Mr, Coughlin said they ale

lucky to have her and he can't praise her enough. Mr. Dixon thanked Chief Williams for being

instrumental in tliis process. Chief Williams thanked all of Council for working with the Police

Department and all the other Departments within the Borouglr because there is a noticeable

difference in the Borough especially amongst employees. He said he hopes with Ms' Regan

working for the Police Depaftment it will free up some of the officers. Chief Williams said she

will also be able to assist the public in obtaining accident repofis'

The vote was unanimous.

CITIZENS REQUESTS AND COMMENTS RE,GARDING GENERAL ITEMS

Mr, Robert Meyers of 55 Cambria Street said there are two vehicles parked on the hill

that does not have licenses nor inspection stickers and that he submitted four repofts to have them

ticketed and removed and it was neveraddressed. Chief Williams said anything regardingthe

Police Deparlment such as abandoned vehicles needs to be addressed with the Police Depaftment.

Mr, Meyers said lre went to the Police Department and the Chief asked him who he spoke to. Mr.

Meyers said at the last Council Meeting that he attended the Mayor asked hirn to give a note and

he wrote down all the vehicles and took it to the Police. The Chief said he will look into it.

Mr. Kochinski said they did look into other issues in that area. He said Nesbit Street was

one of the streets that had trouble. He said tickets have been issued for parking left side to curb so

they went up there to try to resolve the situation and possibly make that a one-way street. He said

Mr. Thomas and himself went down the entire street knocking on doors and asking everyone if
they would be willing to switch the street to one way to resolve the issues so everyone can park

downhill. He said after they did that and were getting ready to switch the street to one-way a

petition was submitted by the residents indicating that they did not want it up there but they still

wanted to park left side to curb, Mr, Kochinski said this is where the problems lie. Chief Williarns

said this is a state law and cannot be changed by borough law.



Mr, Meyers said he spoke to Mr. Dixon and he was supposed to get street signs for

Cambria Street. Mr. Dixon said they were installed and people pulled them off and stuckthem in

tlre drain, Mr. Kochinski said over the next two years most of the street signs will be updated to

cornply with state law.

Mr. Meyers said he has been trying to getthe empty lots cleaned up on the hill. He said

that has been going on for two years and Mr, Thomas was in charge then. He said it is still not

cleaned up and asked if anyone comes and checks on it. Mr. Kochinski said he will have to go

look at the property. Mr, Thomas said he cited the owner before he retired, Mr, Kochinski asked

him to submit a complaint form so that the issue may be addressed'

Mr, Meyers said there was a fire truck up on the hill that could not make the corner at

Cameron St. to Flillside, He said at the top of the street there are lines painted that says "No

Parking" but it is only ten feet instead of the fifteen or twenty feet that is required' Mr' Kochinski

said he was pever informed of the situation otherwise the Street Depatlment would have

addressed it. Mf. Thomas said thatcould be addressed atthe Safety Committee Meeting.

9. MOTION: TO ADJOURN.

Mr. Dixon made the motion,

Mr. Cunningham made the motion.

Meeting adjourned at7:00 P.M.,.

Respectfully Submitted,

Borough Secretary & Treasurer

Plymouth Borough

Holly A. Spece


