
Plymouth Borough 

Regular Meeting 

June 10, 2014 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Dixon  Mr. Kochinski  Mr. McTague 

Mr. Madrack  Mr. Gerko 

Mr. Coughlin  Mr. Mahon 

 

 

 

CITIZEN’S INPUT 

 

Shane Lovenduski, 251 Orchard Street, said that there a large pothole forming between Third and 

Orchard Street. Also, there is a car that parks on corner of Third and Orchard Streets, which blocks the 

view to see oncoming traffic. There used to be no parking lines painted there a few years ago. Mr. 

Lovenduski asked if the Borough could paint the lines again. 

 

Jim Woodruff, 310 Beade Street, would like to know what happened with contacting the Sewer 

Authority. Mr. McTague said he spoke with Mike Amato twice; he is dealing with the county with it 

because Mike Amato is not familiar with it. Mr. Madrack said he is referring to the County Engineer, 

Chris Bellemen. He was going to come over this week, but he had a death in the family. Mr. Woodruff 

said he is talking to the County engineer and Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority to set up a meeting. Mr. 

McTague said we will let you know so you can let your neighbors know and to clear up any confusion. 

Mr. Madrack said no one wants to take responsibility for that gate. Mr. Woodruff said it is against 

the law to allow sewage to be flowing out in the open. Mr. Madrack said we are trying to work on that. 

 

Mickie Goodrich, Orchard Street, said Beade Street Park is beautiful. Ms. Goodrich mentioned, at 

the Recreation Board meeting last night that there were cement poles that have rubar sticking out that are 

in the center of the picnic table and she was wondering if they were going to get pulled out of there to 

avoid liability. Mr. McTague said they will be pulled out of there. Ms. Goodrich asked if there were any 



thoughts on a grand opening. Mr. McTague said we should have a grand opening because we are 

spending eighty thousand dollars on this park. It will be a credit to that part of town. Mr. Madrack said a 

fence will be installed around the park. 

 

Diane Thomas, Shawnee Avenue, asked if the Police department will continue to ticket cars that 

have expired registrations. Mr. McTague addressed this question to Mayor Petrosky. The Mayor said yes, 

they will continue to ticket expired registrations.  

 

Cheryl Lupher, 94 High Street, was enquiring on the status of the house that was going to be torn 

down by the Borough, because some of the neighbors have been chasing children out of the house. She 

said the house is starting to buckle, and believes it is a safety issue. Mrs. Lupher wants to know who is 

responsible if a child got hurt. She states kids are constantly in there, they call the cops, and by the time 

the cops respond, the children are gone.  

Mrs. Lupher said the owner lives out of state, and has boarded up the house a few times, but it is 

now all wide open again. Mr. McTague said that is on the list to be taken down. Mrs. Lugher asked if 

there was anyone who could secure the house to stop the children from going in there. Mr. McTague said 

we will have to do that. Mrs, Lupher asked if he looked at the roof, because if that house doesn’t get torn 

down, it will fall down. Mr. McTague said we had been after that house since it burned but there are so 

many liens; we just cannot get our hands on it. Mr. McTague said he will get someone over to board the 

house back up. Mr. Mahon asked how old the children are and Mrs. Lupher said between the ages of ten 

to fourteen years old. Mr. Dixon said they have boarded that house up a few times.  

Mrs. Lupher asked if the drain ditch was going to be filled anytime soon. Mr. McTague asked 

Jordan Mangan if he had it. Jordan Mangan said the Stu Krasavage knows about that. Mr. McTague asked 

if it was the drain itself. Mr. Dixon said the drain is collapsing and it is huge. Instead of boarding up the 

house the same way it has been boarded up, we will have to go right around the front around the porch. 

Mrs. Lupher said she isn’t sure how the kids are getting in. 

 

Lillian Michack, Business owner of Today’s Treasures, asked if Dunkin Donuts could be 

approached about putting out a garbage can. People are throwing their containers all over the sidewalk. A 

garbage can needs to be place between Dunkin Donuts and Sports Jess. Mr. McTague said household 

garbage will end up in those cans.  

 

Maryanne Meeker, Beverly Drive, said she was here last month, and was wondering if anything 

has been done to fix the problem on her street. Mrs. Meeker asked if anyone went to Plymouth 

Township’s meeting. Mr. McTague said no one went to the meeting but he did go down and talk directly 

to them and was informed that they do not own the property. The property is owned privately. Mr. 

Kochinski went up there, after it rained hard and took pictures. We are going to get a meeting with our 

engineers and their engineers and see if something can be done immediately. I suggested to Mr. Yudichak 

that both Plymouth Township and Plymouth Borough attempt to apply for a combined grant. Mrs. Meeker 

complimented the Street Department and Gail Burdulis. Mr. McTague said they tell the Street Department 

to go to Beverly Drive after each storm.  

Mrs. Meeker asked what is the ordinance regarding a drug house. Mr. McTague said there is no 

ordinance regarding drug dealing. If we get calls about drug houses, we turn it over to the Chief, or the 

person in charge and they take from there. Mrs. Meeker asked if there was any way Plymouth Borough 



can pass an ordinance like Dunmore did last night. Mr. Coughlin said that was Reynold’s street, are you 

talking about Reynold’s Street or just the residents because there is two different situations. Mrs. Meeker 

said Dunmore Council passed an ordinance last night if someone is caught dealing drugs, there house is 

shut down and they cannot rent the property for six months. Mr. Coughlin said you are right, they just 

interviewed Williamsport.  

Mrs. Meeker asked if there was any way we could have that. Mr. McTague said absolutely. Mr. 

Coughlin said in the rental ordinance there is some language that pertains to that. But as far a single 

family residence, there is nothing there for that situation, other than the law enforcement going down 

there and arresting the people who are dealing. Mr. McTague said if you are caught with drugs in your car 

they take your car off of you or if you are caught with a bike. Mr. McTague doesn’t see the difference 

between the house and the bike. An unnamed citizen said, if there are drugs being sold out of the house, 

get them out and shut the house down and no one can occupy the property for at least six months. Mr. 

McTague thinks Mrs. Meeker should take that to the Chief and have the Chief or yourself get in touch 

with Mr. Meeker as to an answer on how to handle that, because it seems to change from person to 

person. An unnamed citizen said it was in the ordinance but it was taken out. Mr. McTague said we could 

put all the ordinances up in the world, but if we don’t do something about it, nothing will change. We 

have to do things, like put another officer on, as we will be doing tonight, until everyone is sick of seeing 

cops driving up and down the road. Mr. McTague said we are losing everything to this problem.  

Mr. Meeker said that the property behind her is owned by a fellow who works in town. Mr. 

McTague said he went down to that garage five times and no one is ever there. Mr. McTague said he 

spoke to the Borough manager up at the Township. Mr. Meeker said he will go down there and try to get 

a name. Mr. Meeker said the problem is the way they pitched the road. Mr. McTague said Mr. Kochinski 

took some pretty interesting photos.  

Mr. McTague asked Mr. Kochinski to explain. Mr. Kochinski said the run off comes down off 

Curry Hill and there is three separate storm drains that collect all that runoff coming off of Smith Rowe 

and Curry Hill, all that is piped off of three separate storm drains, directed towards Beverly Drive coming 

out of another pipe. Someone threw brush over the pipes so that the water coming out of it wasn’t as 

visible. The field up top pitches backwards and all that runoff goes down towards Coal Creek. The same 

homeowner told us the township did drainage work up there three years ago, after the flooding. Mr. 

Kochinski isn’t sure whether or not the flooding is directed towards Coal Creek beforehand, but now it’s 

all directly coming down the hill. A drainage ditch used to come all the way down Smith Rowe, that 

would run down Coal Street Creek, but when they repaved the road and pitched it that’s no longer there 

and piped in with sewers, that is now all aiming down Beverly Drive. Mr. Dixon said Dennison Street has 

no drains on that street and it comes straight down because there are no curves on that street, hits Driscole 

Street, goes around and right down to where you live. Mr. Kochinski said the majority of it is coming 

down Curry Hill.  

 Mr. McTague asked Mrs. Meeker if there was an individual house that she was referring to 

earlier. Mrs. Meeker said no, I think this new ordinance would be something good to look into. 

  

 Mrs. Mary Rittenhouse, Neighborhood Watch, invited all of the Council and the Mayor and the 

Police officers to Community Day. We are going to have it 12:00 P.M. June 21, 2014, in the new parking 

lot. We are going to have a ceremony to recognize the police officers. Our meetings are every third 

Tuesday at the Plymouth Borough Building at 7:00 P.M. and everyone is welcome to join. Mr. McTague 

thanked Mrs. Rittenhouse for the information. 



 Mr. McTague asked Mrs. Mary Jarret if she had anything to say. Mrs. Jarret said she is having a 

problem getting farmers. She is accepting vendors now and she would like to get at least four farmers. 

Mr. McTague said he hopes it works out because it sounds like a great project. 

 

 

AGENDA VOTING 

 

 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF APRIL 8, 2014 REGULAR MEETING 

 

MOTION: Mr. Dixon  

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE DONATION OF FUNDS TO LARKSVILE K-9 UNIT 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

ON THE QUESTION:   Mr. McTague said there was not a price set to donate and asked all the 

Councilmen to come up with a price. Mr. Madrack said the donation should be one thousand five hundred 

dollars. Mr. McTague asked if anyone else had any feedback. No one said anything. Mr. McTague said 

we will place the donation for one thousand five hundred dollars. 

 

 

MOTION TO ENACT ORDINANCE NO. 2 OF 2014: AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$180,000.00, PRINCIPAL AMOUNT FEDERALLY TAXABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION NOTE, 

AND THE PRIVATE SALE TO FIRST KEYSTONE COMMUNITY BANK WITH AN INTEREST 

RATE OF 2.57% FOR THIRTY-SIX MONTHS, TO PAYOFF AN EXISTING FEDERALLY 

TAXABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION NOTE. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

ON THE QUESTION:   Mr. Dixon asked what the old rate was. Mr. Madrack said 5.34%. 

 

 

 



I HEREBY MOVE TO RECOMMEND __Earl Cunningham__, TO SERVE IN THE NON-PAYING 

POSITION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR FOR THE BOROUGH AND 

AUTHORIZE THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF COUNCIL TO FORWARD THIS 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE HONORABLE THOMAS W. CORBETT, GOVERNOR OF 

PENNSYLVANIA AND REQUEST HE APPOINT THE AFOREMENTIONED INDIVIDUAL AS 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR FOR PLYMOUTH BOROUGH. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  6 yes, 1 abstain 

 

 

 

I HEREBY MOVE TO APPOINT __MICHAEL THOMAS___, TO SERVE A ONE HUNDRED 

EIGHTY DAY PROBATIONARY PERIOD TO THE POSITION OF A FULL-TIME POLICE 

OFFICER IN THE PLYMOUTH BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT AT AN HOURLY RATE OF 

$11.21, WITHOUT BENEFITS, VACATAION, SICK TIME, PERSONAL DAYS OR ANY OTHER 

RIGHTS, BENEFITS OR ANY CLAIMS UNDER THE CURRENT COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 

AGREEMENT. SAID PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT SHALL COMMENCE ON JUNE 11, 2014. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

Mr. McTague said these gentlemen were met at an executive session on June 4
th
, 5

th
 , and 6

th. 
To 

get a better idea of whom they like and become more acquainted to them. We will place the three names, 

Mr. William Acuff, Mr. Michael Thomas, and Mr. Ryan Mahovich. These three guys qualified through 

the civil service program that was taken care of by Mr. Kochinski. We will place the three names and the 

secretary will call on each councilman and the councilman will say who he thinks should take the job. Mr. 

Dixon asked for some clarification and asked, are you going to rig these names up individually and have 

us vote in front of everyone? Mr. McTague said yes. Mr. Dixon said you do not do that in a public 

meeting. Mr. McTague asked Mr. Dixon what he thinks we should have done. Mr. Dixon said we should 

have done this privately in a executive session to decide who we think should get hired, not call one 

individually. Mr. Kochinski expressed frustration because he felt that games have been played since day 

one of this civil service process. Mr. Kochinski was not given all the paper work from the start. Mayor 

Petrosky moved to call for an executive session. Mr. Kochinski made the motion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I HEREBY MOVE TO APPOINT HOLLY SPECE TO TREASURER, IN ADDITION TO CURRENT 

DUTIES AS BOROUGH SECRETARY. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Dixon  

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

 

MOTION TO PAY JUNE BILLS 

 

GENERAL FUND: 14-280—14-323 

LIQUID FUEL:  14-060—14-070         

STREET FUND: 14-039—14-047        

RECREATION: 14-013—14-017        

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

 

 

 


