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Plymouth Borough 

Regular Meeting 

April 14, 2015 
 

The monthly work session began at 7:00 P.M. and was held prior to the Regular Council Meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. William Dixon, President of Council. 

ROLL CALL 

Mr. Coughlin  Mr. Kochinski  Mr. McTague  Mr. Dixon    

Mr. Gerko  Mr. Mahon  Mr. Thomas 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ROLL CALL 

CITIZEN’S INPUT 

VISITOR’S REQUESTS AND COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS 

Mr. Adam Morehart of West River Street asked a question about the amended dumpster 

ordinance. Mr. Morehart asked if this ordinance would apply to him if he placed the dumpster in his 

driveway. Mr. Dixon said he would have to fill the application out, but a fee would not be required. Mr. 

Dixon stated a fifteen dollar fee would be implemented for dumpster or storage unit being placed on a 

right-of-way or sidewalks.  

Mr. Woodruff of Beade Street extended a gracious thank you on behalf of all the residents from 

Beade Street to those who are working on the sanitation issue. 

VISITOR’S REQUEST AND COMMENTS REGARDING GENERAL MATTERS 

 Mrs. Mickie Goodrich, of 62 Eno Street, said she is attending this meeting representing Good 

Will Hose Company who would like to host a 5K. Mrs. Goodrich provided a letter for proposal and a 

waiver form to council. She said she is seeking authorization from council to be able to use parts of 

Railroad Street, Hanover Street, Mraz Street, and Flat Road. Mrs. Goodrich said the 5K would be manned 

by the fire department so they may raise money.  She said this could be a great thing for the community 

with council’s support. Mr. Dixon said he will check with the traffic committee and Mayor Petrrosky. He 

said this will need to be discussed with council. Mr. Dixon said he understands this is coming quick and 

being done in an efficient manner.  

 Mr. Mathew Hornick of 52 Turner Street asked when the curfew was reenacted. He said it was 

brought up during the work session that there is a curfew. Mr. McTague and Mr. Dixon said they did not 
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know of a curfew and Mr. Mahon said he was misled. Mr. McTague asked Mr. Frey if there was a curfew 

ordinance and Mr. Frey said yes. Mr. Dixon said it was in the process of being reviewed.  

Mr. Hornick indicated a problem near 640 Ackley Street. He said Mr. McTague addressed this 

problem last year. The property level is around four feet below the street level. The wall that is holding 

the sidewalk and the street back is owned by Plymouth Borough. Mr. Hornick said the wall is crumbling. 

Mr. Hornick addressed the Borough Engineer, Mr, Michael Amato, and confirmed the engineer’s 

recommendation to apply stucco to repair the wall. Mr. Hornick asked Mr. Amato if he had seen the wall 

lately. Mr. Amato said he hasn’t been down there since the initial visit. Mr. Hornick said there are 

separations between the street, the curb, the side walk and the wall. The wall is buckled well over five 

inches into the lady’s yard. There is also a two inch gas line coming out of the wall. Mr. Hornick said it 

would be a calamity if the wall collapsed. Mr. Hornick suggested the guys go up there to look at it very 

quickly before the next rainstorm washed the wall away.  

Mr. Dixon explained Mr. McTague did go up there to look at the problem and the borough code 

specifically said any retaining walls in the borough are the homeowner’s responsibility. Mr. Thomas said 

it is the responsibility of the borough. Mr. Dixon said if that is our responsibility it will get taken care of. 

Mr. Hornick said underneath the sidewalk it is beginning to washout and the next big rainstorm can cause 

a big problem up there. Mr. Dixon addressed Mr. Thomas and said he has been up there but was told it 

was not the borough’s responsibility so he walked away from it, but he will go back up there to take a 

look at it. Mr. Thomas said it is the borough’s responsibility because we had an incident on Wall Street 

and Blair Street, Stu Krasavage put the blocks in and reinstalled the lines. Mr. Dixon said his main 

concern is the gas line in the corner of the wall that is tipping. Mr. Dixon said the engineer should go up 

there and look at it before a contractor gets sent out there. Mr. Dixon said the last time he was up there the 

wall was in bad shape. He said it needs to get looked at as soon as possible because of the gas line. 

Mr. Shane Lovendusky of  Orchard Street said he wanted to put a privacy fence up along his yard 

where his trailer is. Mr. Lovendusky said he found out from the zoning officer that he would need a 

unanimous vote of council to agree to put the privacy fence up and remove the trailer that he has there. He 

said his neighbor is located on the other side of Third Street and can see down into his yard, even if he 

installed a six foot fence. Mr.Dixon asked Mr. Lovendusky to provide a drawing of his plan and include 

where he wants to put the fence. Mr. Dixon said council will review it and have an executive session to 

discuss it. 

Mr. Lovendusky said there have been people loosening lug nuts on vehicles. He said someone 

removed five bolts off of his oil pan from his truck and he blew his oil pan off because of it. Mr. 

Lovendusky said no one is reporting it because they are not catching who is doing it and requested 

additional patrolling to try to catch who is doing it.  

Mr. McTague said he could put a six foot fence up and people will still be able to see into his 

yard. He asked if there is any rule of after an X amount of feet which would avoid Mr. Lovendusky from 

applying for this appeal. Mr. Amato said there are minimal and maximum height requirements and there 

are reasons for that. Mr. McTague said he is talking about a spiked fence, and it would not be a spiked 

fence. Mr. Amato said there is a criterion for the height of the fence, if someone wants to do something 

other than what is allowed by code, there are venues for variances or waivers. Mr. McTague said that is 

not council’s decision. Mr. Dixon said he went to zoning. Mr. McTague said after zoning could make the 
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changes. Mr. Lovendusky said he was told that council would have to sign off on it. Mr. Coughlin said 

council would have to vote after a decision. Mr. McTague said we would have to make a decision after 

the appeal. Mr. McTague said he is trying to save Mr. Lovendusky money because a six foot fence will 

not help matters. Mr. Lovendusky said it would be a ten foot fence. Mr. Coughlin said he would not vote 

on it until they heard from zoning.  

Mr. John Frey of East Shawnee Avenue is reporting for Plymouth Citizens Action Committee. On 

Monday, April 6, 2015 a meeting was held at 7:00 P.M., at the Plymouth Borough Building. Regular 

PCAC meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at 7:00 P.M., at the Plymouth Borough 

Building and all citizens are welcome to attend. Anyone who would like to share an idea that might be 

beneficial to the committee is welcome.  

At the meeting Mr. Frey reported on a conversation he had with the Mayor regarding the 

lingering and loitering ordinance and the curfew ordinance. After talking with the police department, the 

Mayor told Mr. Frey the police feel it would be best to enforce the lingering and loitering ordinance 

considering the two ordinances on what it regards to. The police department feels it would be the most 

expedient because the language is less complicated that is the language of the curfew ordinance. The 

curfew ordinance is pages and pages long, with very antiquated language, whereas the lingering and 

loitering ordinance is one page and the language is very concise and easy to understand. Secondly, any 

individuals who might refuse to comply with the lingering and loitering ordinance could be sighted for 

other offenses, such as disorderly conduct. It’s a matter of simplicity and ease of enforcement. 

 The committee engaged in a discussion of the curfew ordinance which has been on the books 

since 1986. We agree that it is important to note that there is currently a curfew ordinance in Plymouth. 

We also however agree that it is in need of revision in light of changes that have occurred in the borough 

since the ordinance was written. The committee feels however, it cannot recommend changes without the 

input of legal counsel. Much time and energy could be put into, what we might consider to be worthwhile 

changes, only to be told that these changes are unnecessary or perhaps not even legal. The committee 

does however recommend that whenever council approves the revised curfew ordinance the ordinance 

should include a daytime curfew, which would deal with individuals that should be in school or engaged 

in a home school or cyber school type of situation, which did not exist in 1986. But now we see children 

roaming the town during school hours. In conclusion, the Plymouth Citizen’s Action Committee will 

meet with council, the police, the Mayor, or any other borough entity to help identify problems and help 

develop a solution to the problems, but we can do nothing more than offer ideas. Plymouth Citizen’s 

Action Committee has no authority as to implementation or enforcement.  

Mr. Dixon apologized because he has been meaning to meet with Mr. Frey. Mr. Dixon said near 

the church on Center Avenue Mr. Frey posted “No Trespassing” signs and asked him if he could post an 

additional sign due to a basketball court being placed in the street. Mr. Dixon said Officer Ian and himself 

spoke to a man and asked him to remove it. Mr. Frey said he has a sign on each door and had two on top 

of the steps, but one was removed. Mr. Frey said he will place another sign on the door.  

Mr. Bob Meyers of 55 Cambria said there are a lot of problems on Barnes Street. Mr. Meyers 

spoke about a vacant lot with piles of trash. He said there are mattresses, televisions, and toilets and the 

pile has been there for six to eight months. Mr. Meyers said he complains about this every year and 

someone comes and cleans a tiny patch of it and they do not return to clean up the rest of it. He said 
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weeds grow to five to six feet high and nothing ever gets done about it. Mr. Dixon asked him if he had the 

address he could give it to the Code Enforcement Officer.  

Mr. Meyers asked about the three strike rule. He said there is a house that has had police up there 

at least three times in the past month and they have probably been up there a dozen times though out the 

year. Mr. Meyers said nothing is being done about it and the people still live there. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. 

Thomas and Mr. Coughlin what has to happen. Mr. Thomas said Mr. Telesco, Code Enforcement Officer, 

would have to send a certified letter to the landlord to put them on a notice. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. Meyers 

to provide all the information to Mr. Telesco. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. Telesco to provide a copy of the letter 

and disposition as to what took place on the property. Mr. Dixon told Mr. Meyers to call if this issue 

hasn’t been taken care of in a timely manner and asked Mr. Meyers to give Mr. Telesco time.  

Mr. Meyers said they replaced four telephone poles late last year. When they removed the old 

telephone poles and installed the new poles, they left holes and never came back to refill the holes. Mr. 

Meyers is concerned with water getting underneath the street because will cause the street to lift Mr. 

Dixon said he will come up tomorrow morning to take a look at the issues Mr. Meyers spoke of.  

Mr. Meyers indicated three to four vehicles on his street without inspection stickers or license 

plates. He said one car has been there for over a year and the police did put a ticket on it once, but it was 

never followed up on. Mr. Dixon said when vehicles are on the road people should check the inspection 

and license plate to see if the years match. Mr. Dixon said Mr. Meyers should speak to the Mayor about 

that issue. Mr. Meyers said when the company removed the telephone poles, the street signs were all 

broken anyhow, but now there are no street signs on that street now.  Mr. Dixon said citizens will have to 

be patient with council because a lot of the street signs are not up to date. He said he spoke to Mathew 

Wolf, Plymouth Department of Public Works, and asked him to get some signs that meet the state’s 

requirements.  

  Mr. James Woodruff of Beade Street said he saw the garbage that Mr. Meyers was referring to 

and thought there was no code enforcement officer. He said the garbage on Main and Ferry Street has 

been there for months and on Rowe lane. Mr. Dixon said he went up there and spoke to the man about it 

and he moved them. Mr. Woodruff said he moved them from the street to the driveway. Mr. Dixon said 

he will go and talk to him about it again and tell him he is going to pay for the garbage removal. Mr. 

Woodruff said these things must get enforced and provided an idea about running their names in the 

paper. Mr. Dixon said we are trying. Mr. Woodruff said the only reason he is here is because of the 

garbage throughout town. He said it starts with self-pride and if we are not proud of ourselves, not just the 

Main Street but throughout the borough, it’s going to filter down to everyone. Mr. Dixon agreed. Mr. 

Coughlin said he has been preaching about pride for years and they have to get a few of these people, 

prosecute them and even if they are not prosecuted, run their name in the paper and tell the public they 

were cited for these conditions. Mr. Coughlin added even if we lose to them, at least council is making an 

attempt. Mr. Thomas asked Mr. Dixon if he remembered when the borough cleaned up Moss Street..Mr. 

Dixon replied yes and commented how bad the conditions were. Mr. Thomas said the very next day 

people were dumping back there again and none of the neighbors called. The Borough paid five hundred 

dollars to clean it up.  

Mrs. Maribeth Rosensteel of Academy and Plymouth Neighborhood Watch, asked about the vote 

to advertise to accept the applications for Borough Solicitor. Mr. Dixon said he could not say. Mrs. 
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Rosensteel interrupted and said it was not voted on and spoke about how Mr. Kochinski brought it up in a 

work session. Mrs. Rosensteel asked if a vote was needed to advertise the legal ad. Mr. Kochinski said he 

understood that Council President has the authority to sign purchase orders to put an advertisement in the 

paper and a vote would not need to be taken. Mrs. Rosensteel inquired whether or not this was done in the 

past and provided an example of the process to hire a police officer. Mrs. Rosensteel ensured council that 

she will look it up and provide the information to them.   

Mr. Dixon assured Mrs. Rosensteel they are following Borough Code. Mrs. Rosensteel directed a 

question to Mr. McTague and asked if he was sure the PNC bank building was still available because they 

were inquiring about using it for the Boy’s and Girl’s Club. She expressed frustration saying Mr. Dixon 

assured them he could get a loan or with the funding that was attached to the bank and then recanted that 

statement. Mr. McTague requested an explanation as to what she was talking about and she answered him 

stating the PNC bank building was open and Mr. McTague was searching for something or someone to 

use the building. Mrs. Rosensteel said residents were looking for a place for a Boy’s and Girl’s club 

which was brought up at a Plymouth Neighborhood Watch meeting. Mrs. Rosensteel said during that 

meeting Mr. Dixon assured them that he could get the building and the money to remodel it. Mr. Dixon 

denied that statement. Mr. Dixon said that he knew what this was about and told the audience to keep the 

politicking in the streets.  Mrs. Rosensteel began to point at different members of the audience of those 

who attended the meeting. Mrs. Rosensteel began to raise their voice as well as other members of the 

audience. Mrs. Rosensteel stated that this is not about politicking and this was about how Mr. Dixon lied 

to them and Larksville received the Boy’s and Girl’s club.    

Mr. Mathew Hornick of 52 Turner Street asked if Plymouth Borough has a curfew and asked if 

the curfew was going to be enforced. Mr. Kochinski said he discussed it with the solicitor and council 

could enforce the loitering and lingering ordinance as long as it is properly posted throughout town. He 

added the curfew ordinance cannot be enforced and the solicitor will not agree to it.  

Mrs. Mary Jarret of Center Avenue expressed concern about procedural issues. She said Mr. 

Kochinski brought it up in a work session about having it placed on the agenda of the regular meeting and 

it was ignored. She said it was never put on the agenda and no votes were taken to place an advertisement 

for the solicitor. Mr. Kochinski asked if she could provide him the information that states council must 

take a vote to place an advertisement in the paper, he said he was unaware of it. Mrs. Jarret said a vote 

would need to be taken to look for other candidates that would be interested in becoming town solicitor. 

Mr. Kochinski explained council did not change town solicitors and a vote would need to be taken if 

council was going to change town solicitors. Mr. Kochinski said he thinks council should look into a 

different solicitor and it’s not to indicate whether council goes that route.  

Mrs. Jarret said during March’s work session Mr. Dixon took a poll of council whether to hire a 

part time borough manager. Mr. Kochinski said that was at his option due to the budgetary issues because 

currently Plymouth Borough does not have a borough manager. Mrs. Jarret stated that council cannot take 

a poll during a council meeting, but a vote may be taken. Mr. Kochinski said that was not a vote to hire or 

fire a manager. It was to explore the option. Mrs. Jarret stated that she is talking about the poll that was 

taken during a work session and said it would be nice to have the solicitor attend the meetings so these 

questions could be answered. She said council cannot poll during a council meeting because it is the same 

thing as taking a vote. Council cannot vote during a work session because there are no minutes. Mr. 
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Kochinski said I didn’t say we were going to hire a manager or not, it was to place an advertisement in the 

paper. Mrs. Jarret said it needs to be brought to a meeting and a vote must be taken. Mr. Coughlin said he 

brought it up. Mrs. Jarret said it started with asking whether or not a borough manager was needed and a 

poll was taken. Mr. Kochinski said we are supposed to discuss what we want on the agenda during the 

work session and said we are not doing anything sneaky. Mrs. Jarret said she is not saying council is 

doing anything sneaky she said council is not following Borough Code. Mr. Kochinski said it was an 

opinion to place an advertisement in the paper to explore options. Mr. Kochinski asked her if she wanted 

it discussed in front of the citizens or not. Mrs. Jarret said you can discuss and deliberate during a work 

session. Mrs. Jarret said the reason a vote cannot be taken during a work session is because no minutes 

are taken nor is there citizens input.    

Mrs. Jarret stated specific duties and reasons for an executive session, which can be found in the 

Borough Council Handbook.  Mrs. Jarret said the reasons for executive session are to discuss personnel 

issues, such as hiring and firing, and collective bargaining agreements. Other reasons include mitigation, 

purchasing real estate, and investigation of criminal acts of council. Mrs. Jarret expected a report of all the 

executive sessions that took place over the last few months by the next council meeting and asked Mr. 

Dixon if a report was already done. Mr. Dixon said he is not prepared to offer a report regarding the 

executive sessions and said council will review the information regarding Borough Code and will follow 

that.  

Mr. Charles Lupher of 94 High Street brought to council’s attention of the terrible condition of a 

wall on High Street which is located near the burnt down house on his street. Mr. Dixon said that is 86 

High Street and it is on the list to get torn down. He said three buildings will be on the list to get torn 

down.  Mr. Dixon said as soon as the information is together he will be taking it up to the court house.  

Mrs. Michelle Hebda, of Wall Street thanked Mr. Dixon for all his help. She said Mr. Dixon was 

a tremendous help for her sister-in-law with the garbage that was in front of her neighbor’s house that was 

on the corner of Gardner and Wall Street and thanked Mr. Dixon. Mrs. Hebda said Wall Street is 

crowning and it is beginning to affect her vehicle. Mr. Dixon asked if it was necessary to build up the 

other side again. She said yes. Mr. Dixon said he will send the street department up there. Mrs. Hebda 

said she is now spending money on her vehicle to get fixed because of it bottoming out and it is affecting 

her neighbor’s cars as well. Mr. Dixon asked Mrs. Hebda to call and leave her information. Mr. Dixon 

said the draining needs to be considered prior to paving so issues do not impact others.  

Mrs. Hebda brought up the house that was condemned which is located near her mother’s house 

who lives at 11 West Wall St… Mrs. Hebda said the smell is awful and it is a health hazard and 

something needs to be done because they cannot sit on their porch without smelling the stench from the 

house.  Mr. Dixon said Mr. Telesco condemned the house. Mrs. Hebda said she complained for four years 

about that house and nothing was done until a water main broke. Mr. Dixon said he will be up there 

tomorrow.  

Mr. Adam Morehart of 4 West River Street said it has been two years of sitting with 

redevelopment and Plymouth received a five hundred thousand dollar parking lot. He asked council to 

elaborate on the next steps that need to be followed.  Mr. Dixon said we missed the date and indicated that 

a steering committee is needed and proper procedures must be followed. He said we are reviewing proper 

grant procedures. Mr. Morehart asked if the parking lot was the final phase. Mr. Dixon and Mr. McTague 
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said that it was. Mr. McTague said that was it and we applied for the money a second time and we were 

turned down.  Mr. Morehart asked if  all the money that was in the redevelopment for the original plans 

from the committee meetings ended with a parking lot. Mr. McTague said they took six to seven thousand 

dollars away from us due to the fact they dragged it out so long.  

Mr. McTague said he spoke to the developer at the time who was putting six to eight million 

dollars down to buy the homes in the back and he said the reason he pulled out of it was because he did 

not want to contend with those people. Mr. McTague said Mr. Mazur and himself went to Harrisburg and 

Scranton a couple times and did everything they wanted us to do. Mr. Dixon said we are going to have 

our information together for 2016. Mr. Morehart asked what the parking lot has solved. Because he feels 

it has not produced anything positive. Mr. McTague said it was part of developing Main Street, if we 

don’t have Main Street we do not have a town. He explained that is what people need to understand. He 

said we as council people need to do more. He said he spoke to Andy Reilly about money to reconstruct 

some buildings and he added there is a possibility we may get that. Mr. McTague said he will accept 

anything they will give us. Mr.Morehart agreed with him and said it was a shame to throw that money 

into the parking lot. Mr. McTague said the building was purchased for four hundred fifty thousand dollars 

and said he did not vote yes because the building was in bad shape. Mr. McTague said this was the 

assessment that was provided by the developer.  

Mr. Morehart asked if someone on council is looking to become a grant writing expert. Mr. 

Coughlin said this proves the need for a borough manager and we are going to vote to form the committee 

to look into a borough manager position. Mr. Morehart said do what you need to do to become an expert 

in grant writing. Mr. Coughlin spoke about Plymouth Township hiring a grant writer. He indicated once a 

grant is awarded a percentage is given up to the grant writer. Mr. Coughlin feels if they hired a borough 

manager they would have received more out of it.  

Mrs. Susan Frey of West Shawnee Avenue asked if there has been any consideration about the 

cameras for the troubled areas in town. She said Hazelton had a corner store with a lot of suspicious 

activity. Once the cameras were installed, the store closed within two weeks and the illegal activity 

moved elsewhere.  

Mrs. Frey said during the meetings citizens cannot get in touch with police due to them patrolling 

the town. She asked if there was anyway a sign could be hung up outside letting citizens know that they 

could call 9-1-1. Mrs. Frey said the police immediately respond to any issues by calling 9-1-1.   

Mrs. Frey said some towns who have unusable police cruisers park unmanned vehicles to deter 

illegal activity and brought up the fact of the two police cruisers that have been sitting in the parking lot. 

She asked if citations are being given out for high grass. Mr. Dixon said that is a code enforcement issue. 

He said he knows that it seems like they are not being sent out, but they are trying. Mr. Dixon said he did 

not get a chance to discuss the cameras with council, but did mention when they looked into installing 

cameras for the Municipal Building entrances, the cost was near ten thousand dollars.  

Mrs. Maryanne Meeker of Beverly Drive said the car lot across from the armory was never 

shoveled and is loaded with cinders. She said she slid on her bike several times riding through. Mrs. 

Meeker said she is thrilled with the dyke but expressed concern regarding the ATVs and stated a lot of 

them are coming from Plymouth Township. She recommended council make Plymouth Township aware 
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of it. Mr. Coughlin said Plymouth Township is aware but does not have means or a police department to 

control the activity. Mr. Coughlin said it would be a good idea if Luzerne County sheriffs patrolled the 

dyke and the cost for the sheriffs could come out of the levee maintenance fee. Mr. Coughlin said the 

levee maintenance fee is the responsibility of the homeowners who lives in the flood plain. Mr. Dixon 

asked if that was Lance Motor’s. Mrs. Meeker said she did not know. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. Telesco to 

find out who owns the lot.  

Mr. Mark Reseskus of Powell Street said something needs to be done with the ATV activity. He 

said he watched an ATV drive from Main Street, along the church, up the path and on to the dyke. He 

said he called 9-1-1 and stated it was the third time he witnessed it. Mr. Reseskus said the next day he 

noticed the fields were torn up and believes it happened between Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon. 

He said the activity will escalate due to the warmer weather. Mr. Dixon said the police will get to it but 

they are very busy. Mr. Mahon said he seen people driving ATVs in the middle of Main Street with 

traffic.  

AGENDA VOTING 

OPENING BIDS FOR BEADE STREET SANITATION VALVE PLACEMENT PROJECT 

Mr. Amato began the opening bid process. The project was dually advertised for the valve 

placement project. Four bidders picked up the packages and we received all four bids.  

The first bid is from Sikora Brothers from Hunlock Creek. The total amount of bid is eighty two 

thousand four hundred forty dollars ($82,440.00). Mr. McTague asked how many homes that would 

cover. Mr. Amato said seventeen (17). Mr. Amato said the bid bond is covered by ten percent through 

Hudson Insurance group.  

The second bid is from T. Brennan from Carbondale. The total amount of bid is seventy two 

thousand three hundred sixty dollars ($72,360.00) with a ten percent bid bond through Hudson Insurance 

Company.  

The third bid is from James Tohara from Covington Township. The total amount of bid is ninety 

four thousand three hundred fifty dollars ($94,350.00) with a ten percent bid bond through Travelers 

Casualty Insurance Company.  

The last bid is from Site Services Group from Spring Brook Township. The total amount of bid is 

seventy eight thousand eight hundred ninety dollars ($78,890.00) with a ten percent bid bond through 

Selective Insurance of America.  

Mr. Dixon asked Mr. Amato if he was familiar with these contractors. Mr. Amato said he was 

familiar with all of them and has worked with all of them. Mr. Coughlin asked if he has worked with T. 

Brennan. Mr. Amato said yes. Mr. Coughlin indicated the borough dealing with different issues with 

contractors who have worked in town. Mr. Amato said he has worked with all of them and is currently 

working with some of them now. Mr. Mahon asked if there is estimated beginning and ending dates. Mr. 

Amato said there is sixty days in the contract to allow them to schedule, procure materials and complete 

the work. Once notice of award is given, the contractor will have ten days provide bonds of insurance and 
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all applicable documents. Mr. Mahon asked if there are penalties if the work is not complete. Mr. Amato 

stated there is liquidated damage in the amount of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) per day.   

Mr. McTague made the motion to table the bids due to the amounts. He said we will review the 

amounts and reschedule to select one of the three bidders. Mr. Amato said it stated in the advertisement 

that there are forty five (45) days to evaluate the bids. Mr. Dixon confirmed Mr. McTague’s motion. Mr. 

McTague said he wants three to four days to review the amounts.  

MOTION TO TABLE BIDS AND HOLD A SPECIAL MEETING TO ACCEPT THE LOWEST BID 

RECOMMENDED BY PLYMOUTH BOROUGH ENGINEER.  

MOTION:   Mr. McTague 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

ON THE QUESTION:  Mr. Dixon said it does not look as if these amounts will disappear. 

Council will table this so we may view the budget. 

VOTE:  Unanimous  

ENGINEER’S EXPLANATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT GRANT FOR COMMUNITY PARK 

 Mr. Dixon said the Parks and Recreation Board are in the process of attempting to apply for the 

Department of Community and Economic Development grant for Community Park. Mr. Dixon said he 

will allow the secretary and engineer to explain grant and project. The secretary said we are attempting to 

apply for the Department of Community and Economic Development’s Greenways, Trails, and 

Recreation program. Applications are accepted between March 1
st
 and June 30, 2015. It will require a 

fifteen percent match. We received the plan this week and will be sending out requests for support letters 

to different businesses and organizations throughout town. The deadline is June 30, 2015 to be considered 

at the Commonwealth Financing Authority’s Board meeting which will be held in September 2015. 

 Mr. Amato said he attended a Recreation Board meeting to review ideas with the members. We 

created a comprehensive plan for Community Park. We have football, baseball, and soccer associations 

who utilize the area with the luxury of having it all in one place. As a volunteer coach he has played at 

Community Park, in which he was able to provide some insight for improvements.  The details consist of 

improvements to the baseball field, with back stops and dug outs, providing additional parking, 

concession and storage building for the soccer club and baseball, a pavilion, ADA walking track with 

exercise and health stations along the track, a beach volley ball area was designated, and a health/safety 

obstacle course. The board was broad in trying to target different activities. The more support letters we 

receive from different organizations, the better the application looks. The compressive plan is prioritized 

with different items. Now that there is a plan, maybe different organizations may want to dedicate the 

concession stand on their own. For this deadline we will follow the comprehensive plan and decide what 

match if going to be available and back into what items can be completed. It will be up to council to 

decide whether or not to go forward. Mr. Mahon asked what plans have been included for basketball. Mr. 

Amato said none and the focus was the playing fields. He said it would need to be at a different location, 

but would be nothing to add. Mr. Dixon thanked the Parks and Recreation Board for all their ideas and 

working on this.  
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MOTION TO APPOINT FRANK COUGHLIN, GARY KOCHINSKI, AND JOHN THOMAS TO A 

COMMITTEE FOR THE HIRING PROCESS OF A BOROUGH MANAGER.  

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Dixon 

VOTE:               Unanimous 

ON THE QUESTION: Mr. Mahon said he is not against this motion but if the cost factor is 

going to be a decision for the borough manager, we could possibly take the money that would be invested 

in a borough manager, stay as we are,  and apply that money to hire additional street department workers 

and full time police. Mr. Dixon said he is not qualified to be an administrator because he gets up at seven 

in the morning, he doesn’t leave until five, and sometimes he gets calls at all hours of the night. He said 

he can’t keep up. Mr. Mahon said Mr. Dixon’s job as Council Chairman should be the chair of council, 

staying in here doing the paper work and designating everything else to different areas of the town and 

even different people of the town, or different council people. Mr. Dixon said he is here and has to go out 

there. Mr. Mahon disagreed. Mr. Kochinski said if Mr. Mahon wants to make suggestions, maybe he 

could start by helping the Chairman during the day and not just stopping in and grabbing his paperwork 

and leaving. Mr. Mahon said he has not been asked to do anything in last two months. Mr. Kochinski said 

it is Mr. Mahon’s job as a councilman, to stop in during the day and ask him what he needs help with. Mr. 

Mahon said Mr. Dixon made a suggestion this morning regarding the school district and he took care of 

it.  

ORDINANCE   NO. 1 of 2015:  AN ORDINANCE OF   THE   BOROUGH OF PLYMOUTH,     

COUNTY    OF  LUZERNE, COMMONWEALTH  OF PENNSYLVANIA,   REGULATING THE   

PLACEMENT OF WASTE   DUMPSTERS  AND PORTABLE STORAGE UNITS. THIS 

ORDINANCE WILL IMPLEMENT A FEE OF $15.00 (FIFTEEN DOLLARS) TO FILE AN INITIAL 

APPLICATION FOR DUMPSTER OR STORAGE UNIT PLACEMENT UPON A RIGHT-OF-WAY 

AND SIDEWALKS 

MOTION: Mr. Kochinski 

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:               6 yes, 1 no 

              Mr. Coughlin explained this is amending the current ordinance. The original ordinance was 

passed for safety measures. People would get a dumpster to clean their house or do construction and put it 

on the street, which would block views. The ordinance was put in place people would get a permit and the 

borough would inspect for right signage and reflectivity. We are implementing a fee to cover the Code 

Officer’s time to go and inspect. Mr. Dixon said we are trying to save the taxpayers money and we have 

to do things this way. 

MOTION TO REVISE THE COST OF PLYMOUTH BOROUGH ZONING HEARINGS.  THE COST 

OF A RESIDENTIAL ZONING HEARING WILL BE THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($300.00) AND 

THE COMMERCIAL ZONING HEARINGS WILL BE FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS 

($550.00). 
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                Mr. Dixon said prior to this motion, it was two hundred and fifty dollars for both commercial 

and residential zoning hearings. When we have these hearings the cost to the borough could exceed a 

thousand dollars.  

MOTION: Mr. Thomas 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

VOTE:               6 yes, 1 no 

MOTION TO MOVE TO SALE BY USE OF THE BIDDING PROCESS A PARCEL OWNED BY 

PLYMOUTH  BOROUGH LOCATED ON SHONK STREET, PLYMOUTH BOROUGH,  

PENNSYLVANIA, APPROXIMATE SIZE 2,826 SQUARE FEET MORE OR LESS, AS MORE 

PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN LUZERNE COUNTY DEED BOOK 2708, PAGE 376 ET SEC., 

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION NUMBER H8SE2 005 006. THE PROPERTY IS OFFERED FOR 

SALE IN AN AS IS CONDITION WITH NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EITHER 

EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, AS TO ITS FITNESS FOR USE OR STATUS TITLE.  

Mr. Dixon explained there is a parcel on Shonk Street which is an open lot that has been there for 

years. He said we are trying to offload some of this property. If someone buys it, that is revenue for the 

borough which will be advertised in the newspaper.  

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:               Unanimous 

ON THE QUESTION: Mr.McTague asked if it was advertised. Mr. Dixon said no, we have to 

make a motion first.  Mr. McTague asked if there was a price in mind. Mr. Dixon said he has to contact 

Mr. Crossin to perform an appraisal of the property.    

MOTION TO PAY APRIL BILLS 

GENERAL FUND:  15-158---15-210 

LIQUID FUEL:   15-047---15-061 

STREET FUND:  15-028---15-036 

RECREATION FUND:  15-007---15-008 

MOTION: Mr. McTague 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:               6 yes, 1 abstain 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 10, 2015 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MOTION: Mr. Coughlin 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:               Unanimous  

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:53 P.M.. 


