
Plymoulh Borough

Regular Meeting

February 9,2016

The Plymouth Borough Council work session began at6:06 P.M,. The Regular Council meeting

was called to order by Mr, Gary Kochinski at 6:33 P,M..

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE,

2, MOMENT OF SILENCE

3. ROLLCALL

Mr. Dixon Mr. Lasinski Mr, Thomas

Mr. Ktytor Mr. Mahon Mr. Kochinski

Mr. Coughlin was excused due to his work schedule.

4. CITZEN'S REQUESTS AND COMMEN'|S REGARDING AGENDA ITE,MS

Citizens did not have requests or cotnments regarding agenda items.

5. CITIZEN'S REQUESTS AND COMMEN'|S REGARDING GE,NERAL MATTERS

Citizens did not have requests or comments regarding general matters until the end of the

meeting,

Meeting Agenda

1. MOTION TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES F,OR THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD

JANUARY 4,20).6, THE SPECIAL MEEI'ING HELD ON JANUARY I4,20I6, AND

JANUARY 25,2016.
ON THE QUESTION: Ms, Fairchild spoke about the January 25,2016 meeting minutes and

made a correction regarding the motion for Mrs, Violet Collins increase of wages, She said her

rate was stated as $10,25 per hour but was actually $9.25 an hour. The motion was to increase her

rate by .250 per liour, Ms. Fairchild also said when the motion was made to reject modification

of Mr. Fainberg's counteroffer that the request for the $5,000,00 check was indeed the deposit

and its dated forms.

Mr. Thomas made the motion,

Mr. Ktytor rnade the second on the motion,

The vote was unanimous.



2. MOTION TO ACCEPT TIIE REPORTS OF THE TREASURER, MANAGER AND FIRE

DEPARTMENTS.

Mr. Lasinski made the motion.

Mr, Dixon rnade the second on the motion,

The vote was unanimous,

3, MOTION TO ACCEPT THE 1 YEAR CONTRACT WITH SOUTH JERESY/KEY ENERGY

Mr. Dixon rnade the motion.

Mr. Thomas made the second on the motio;n.

Ms. Fairchild said there was a savings of $ t,400.00 in 2015.

The vote was unanimous.

4, MOTION TO PASS ADDENDUM TO THIE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGRE,E,MENT

FOR PLYMOUTH BOROUGH POLICE I\.SSOCIATION FOR OFFICER IN CHARGE.

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Lasinski made the second on the motion.

ON TIIE QUESTION: Mr. Kochinski statr:d that this motion will cover the porlion of the Police

Contract for Officer in Charge. Previously, there was nothing addressing the position of Officer in

Charge in the contract.

The vote was unanimous except for Mr, Mahon who voted no.

5. MOTION TO APPOINT RYAN WILLIAMS AS OFFICER IN CFIARGE RETROACTIVE TO

MARCH 2,2014.
Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Thomas made the second on the motion.

ON THE QUESTION: Mr. Kochinski said this wasn't done in 2014 because Council did not

know the extent of Chief Collins's injury orr how long he would be out. Ms. Fairchild asked Mr.

Kochinski if it will affect anything with the Collective Bargaining agreement by creating this type

of position for Officer in Charge. Mr. Kochinski said no and that it states that in the addendum.

Ms. Fairchild wanted it to be made aware of that there will be no problems in the future regarding

this change with the Collective Bargaining agreement,

Mr. Mahon said with no reflection on the Officer and asked when did Council appoint him as

Officer in Charge, Mr. Kochinski said they are doing it right now, Mr. Mahon said that this is

being made retroactive. Mr, Kochinski confirmed and said the Mayor appointed him in 2014 and

explained againthat Council did not realizet how long Chief Collins would be out on his injury

and that is the reason why Council did not act on it prior. Mr, Mahon said Council did not act on

it and Mr. Kochinski said Council is acting on it now, Mr. Mahon said you are still dealing with a

retroactive situation. Mr. Kocl-rinski again c,onfirmed and explained that Mayor Petrosky put

Officer Williams in charge on March 2,2014 when Chief Collins went out on injury, Mr. Mahon

asked Mayor Petrosky if she approached Council on the acceptance of rectifing that. Mr.

Kochinski said that is what this motion is for, Mr. Dixon said in the past it has, Mr, Mahon said it
should begin from here on. Mr. Kochinski <lisagreed and said Officer Williams assumed the

position on March 2,2014 and has performed the duties of the position. Mr, Mahon asked if
Council is supposed to make these decisions. Mr. Lasinski said Council did not know how long



Chief Collins would be out, Mr, Dixon saicl it isn't made on scheduling, which is up to the

Mayor. Ml. Thomas said the Solicitor researched it and said if it is o.k. with the solicitor it is o.k,

with Council. Mr. Mahon said his answer ir; no.

The vote was unanimous except for Mr. Mahon who voted no.

6. MOTION TO PASS RESOLUTION #4 OIT 2016 DESTRUCTION OF DOCUMENTS PER

RETENTION SCHEDULE FOR PAYROI,L RECORDS, TIME SHEETS, PURCHASE

ORDERS AND INVOICES, ETC.

Mr, Lasinski made the motion.

Mr. Dixon made the second on the motion,
ON THE QUESTION: Mr. Mahon asked if the information regarding this motion was over seven

years old. Ms. Fairchild said everything was followed according to the Municipal Retention

Schedule and made sure that everything was documented and destroyed according to that

retention schedule. She further explained that certain things cannot be destroyed but these were

items that could be. Mr. Kochinski said he wondered why this question is being brought up now

because in the beginning of March of 2014, when Mr. McTague aul.horized the biggest

destruction of financial documents in this Eiorough's history, going back ten to fifteen years, that

he did not object then and it was done withr:ut a motion. Mr. Mahon said he was not notified of
that.

The vote was unanimous.

1. MOTION TO ESTABLISH AN ANNUAL MAINTENANCE FEE OF $2O.OO FOR PARKING

SIGNS FOR BUSINESSES

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Thomas made the second on the motion.

ON TFIE QUESTION: Mr. Kochinski exptained that currently Plymouth Borough charges a

$70.00 fee for handicap permit parking signs which covers the cost of installing the signs.

Currently there is no established fee for busrinesses who request signs. This will set up an annual

fee for businesses to have the sign and help recuperate costs, Ms. Fairchild explained the costs of
the signs by saying that it costs $8.00 for a post and $8.00-$10.00 for a sign and Mr. Kochinski

added plus the price of the bit to drill the hole,

The vote was unanimous except for Mr. Mahon who voted no.

B. MOTION TO PASS RESOLUTION #5 TC) DOCUMENT THE GR.ANTING OF DEPOSIT

AUTHORITY TO ESSA BANK
Mr. Thomas made the motion,
Mr. Ktytor made the second on the motion.
ON TFIE QUESTION: Mr. Kochinski clarified that this was for the Fire Escrow account. Ms.

Fairchild said this was for all the accounts but today two more accounts were opened for the Fire

Escrow account and the Fire Grant Fund. Nlr. Kochinski said we are still in the process of
switching the bank accounts over.

The vote was unanimous.



9. MOTION TO MOVE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR PERSONNEL MATTERS OF THE

POLICE DEPARTMENT.
Mr. Dixon made the motion,

Mr. Thonras made the second on the motion.

Executive session began at6:46 P.M, and ended at 7:16 P.M.,. Regular Councilmeeting resumed.

10. MOTION TO PAY BILLS
GENERAL FLIND T6-032TO 16-123

LIQUID FUELS FLrND 16-002 TO 16-014

RE,CREATION FI.IND 16-00I

Mr. Kochinski said to add a double payment of a total of $484.90 for Mr. Thomas and a total of
$507. B0 for Mr. Jesso. Mr. Kochinski clarified that these double payments are for the retirees'

health insurance. Ms. Fairchild added per the Retirees agreement.

Mr. Dixon made the motion.
Mi, Ktytor rnade the second on the motion.
The vote was unanimous except for Mr. Thomas who voted yes on all the bills except for the

payment made for his supplemental insurances for which he has personal interests due to

contractual agreements made in the 1980's.

Mr, Kochinski allowed a citizen to state his question.

Mr. Bob Meyers of Cambria St, said he lives on the corner of Cambria St. and Cameron

St. and said he parks his vehicle in front of his house, He said he understands it is against the law

and that he received a ticket that day. He said he parked there for over forty years and received a

ticket for parking too close to the corner. He said he brought this up to Council five to six years

ago when he was complaining about some,rther parking problems and they told him as long as

the intersection wasn't blocked that they wouldn't ticket them for parking because it takes out a

lot of spaces, He said we would probably lose twenty to thirly parking spaces in Plymouth if
everyone had to park twenty five feet from the comer.

Mr, Kochinski said the traffic ordinance states there is no parking twenty feet from every

intersection and thirty feet on state roads. E[e said the police have been ticketing left side of curbs

as well. Mr. Meyers said Council said it was alright to park there a couple years ago. Mr,
Kochinski said it is in the ordinance and it is illegal. Mr. Meyers said they didn't enforce it
anywhere else and if he goes through Plymouth he will find about tliirty cars parked on the

corners. Mr. Kochinski said the Police are enforcing it when they have time and mentioned an

issue on Jeanette and Pahner St. regarding a fire on Jeanette St. and the Fire Truck was trying to

respond to a fire.

Mr. Meyers said he complained about vehicles on the hill that did not have inspection

stickers. He said the Mayor asked him to write down the licenses numbers and locations of the

vehicles and said he wrote down all of thenr and the next day the police came up and drove right
by the cars. Mr. Meyers said he asked the officer if he ticketed the cars and the officer said he was

too busy. He said he seen the officer ten minutes later driving around the block and still didn't put

tickets on them. Mr. Meyers said there threr: vehicles still up there without inspection stickers.



Mr. Fairchild asked Mr, Meyers if he filled out a complaint form. IV1[r. Meyers said he

brought it up at a meeting and provided a list of the vehicles, Ms. Fairchild asked Mr. Meyers to

fill out a complaint form and to forward it her once he completed it.

Mr, Dixon said the Street Deparlment called the police because they could not make the

swing with the plow and if an emergency vehicle was to come off of that they would not be able

to make it up there. Mr, Dixon said he kneiv Mr. Meyers for a long time and remembers him

parking up a little bit and no one minded because they understood the streets are small, but said

where Mr. Meyers was parked they had a bard time. Mr. Dixon said the only reason they are

being so strict about it is a few months ago everyone was letting people park where they wanted

to and a gentleman came in and said a plou, hit his light and broke it. Mr. Dixon said the Borough

gave him enough money to fix his tail light said he doubted that this gentleman's light was hit by

the Borough vehicle because Mr. Wolf and he were out that night. Mr. Dixon said he was

satisfied and the man pocketed the money and is still driving around with a broken light. Mr.
Dixon said he is not picking on anyone and said that they could not rnake that turn with the plow

and an emergency vehicle would not be able to make that turn either,

Mr. Kochinski said he understood JVIr, Meyers frustration considering the past practices

in the Borough with the parking situations but said there has been several issues with the plow

trucks and the problem with the fire truck getting across Jeanette St, and Palmer St,,, Mr.

Kochinski said the fire driver had to lay on the horn for a few minutes before someone came out

to move their car. There was a working structure fire and the driver could not get around the

vehicle. Mr. Meyers said there is a yellow line painted with no parking and seen cars parked there

and the police drive right by it and never put a ticket on it. Ms. Fairchild asked Mr, Meyers if he

addressed the Mayor. Mr, Meyers said he did not, Ms, Fairchild said she is sure the Mayor will
address it. Mr. Kochinski said it will be adclressed.

Ms. Gerri Gibbons, a staff writer a1 the Times Leader, said The Times Leader has been

trying to obtain police blotters from various municipalities, She said she understands it to be a

Pennsylvania state law to provide blotters vvith information to include but not limited to the name,

address and individual charge and the offen,se they allege to have committed. She said they

looked up the Pennsylvania State law and it is in section 7O8V16.

Ms, Gibbons said she recently callerd and no one called back and said they haven't been

able to access Plymouth Borough's police trlotter or records at all, Mr. Kochinski said Officer

Williams assembled the alert program and he has to pass that out to everyone and it states the

exact calls for the month. Ms, Gibbons said it's not for the month and that usually blotters are

provided on a continual basis, Ms. Gibbons said it is state law for the repofters to have access to

blotters and she does not know how to access it. Mr, Kochinski asked her if it was through the

internet. Ms. Gibbons provided an example such as that some cities have a Facebook page where

they proved a blotter.
Ms. Gibbons said they have never had any blotter and have it documented that they came

last August to ask if there would be any blotter given to them and was assured they would receive

it by fax or email but was never received. She said it is required by State law to have a release of
blotters or have them readily available to the press. Mr. Dixon asked if Plymouth was the only

town that has not sent a blotter. Ms. Gibbons said she could not state that. Mr. Dixon asked her to

let him know. Mr. Kochinski said that it wiLl get looked into sometime through the month and

asked Ms. Gibbons to provide her phone nu.mber and said he will call her. Mts, Gibbons asked for



a contact person. Mr. Kochinski said Officer Williams could be contacted through the Police

Department phone number. Ms. Gibbons asked when they could anticipate an answer. Mr.
Kochinski said he has to talk to the Police Department and the Mayor and they have to see what

needs to be done in order to put it together.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Lasinski made the second on the motion.
Meeting adjourned at 7 :21 P.M..

Respectfully Submitted,

Holly Spece

Borough Secretary & Treasurer


