
 

 

Plymouth Borough 

Regular Meeting 

July 8, 2014 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Dixon  Mr. Kochinski   

Mr. Madrack  Mr. Gerko 

Mr. Coughlin  Mr. Mahon 

 

EXCUSED 

 

Mr. McTague 

 

Mr. Dixon asked Mayor Petrosky if she had anything that needed to be discussed. The Mayor said 

total amount of 911 calls for June is seven hundred twenty seven (727). The Mayor indicated the amounts 

of 911 calls are increasing from month to month.  During last week’s meeting, we discussed putting an ad 

in the paper to hire more part time officers. Mr. McTague was supposed to run an ad in the paper and 

when she asked him if the ad was run she said Mr. McTague did not run the ad. Mayor wants to know if 

the ad was run in the paper. Mr. Madrack said the ad was run. Mr. Dixon asked when the ad is supposed 

to run. Mr. Madrack said Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Mr. Madrack said it was put in the paper 

between yesterday and today. Mr. Dixon said in the future, we will let you know once the ad is put in the 

newspaper.  

The Mayor brought up a second issue. During the May regular meeting, a motion to approve 

schooling for the digital voice stress analysis in Berwick from August 4 to August 8, 2014, was made to 

allow the police to attend. Arrangements were made for an officer to attend this, and they asked for 

payment to be made a month prior to the class and the information was given to the office. We have now 

reached the time table for the payment to be made, the payment is supposed to be made by July 4, 2014. 

The Mayor discovered that the payment was not made. An unsigned purchase order with the date of June 

19 and the bill was sitting on Mr. McTague’s desk. Mayor Petrosky asked how come the purchase order 

was not signed and a check not issued? Mr. Dixon said without Mr. McTague being here, he could not 

say. Mr. Dixon said if it was voted on, he would sign the purchase order and have Holly make that 

payment after the meeting. Mr. Dixon feels he is not taking anything upon myself to do. Mr. Madrack 



 

 

said it costs fifteen hundred dollars to send that one officer there, and we have to pay his salary for the 

week of training, the training and the salary of an officer to fill in for that officer. The total cost will be 

twenty six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) to send him and that is why Mr. Madrack voted against it. Mr. 

Dixon said it was voted on and it did pass, and we are bound by that vote. Mr. Madrack said we did not 

appropriate the money, Mr. Dixon agreed the money was not appropriated. 

 Mr. Kochinski said when that vote was made every councilman had all the information about the 

training what the specifics were, the cost which was fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00) and included the 

grant information that also had information for the nine thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars 

($9,950.00) to cover the cost for the additional computer software system that is needed to perform the 

stress analysis. Everybody had the information, the vote passed with five to two vote. Mr. Kochinski said 

if we are going to pick and choose what we pay after the vote was passed, why vote on it. Mr. Dixon 

asked Mr. Mahon if he had anything to say about it. Mr. Mahon said it is a duplication of services, and it 

is not admissible in court. The Mayor said neither is a lie detector test. But the lie detecting is getting few 

and far between and we are not sure we have an officer in Wyoming that does the testing anymore. Mr. 

Mahon said he was told it was admissible in court, and found out that it was not admissible and he felt 

that he was misled.  

Mayor Petrosky asked if he was at the meeting last week. She said all of you were made aware of 

all the problems that are here in Plymouth. This is a tool that can help our officers clean up our town. A 

vote was taken and it was passed, I have never, in all the years that I have been here, seen anything like 

this. The Mayor asked Mr. Dixon to sign the purchase order after the meeting. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. 

Coughlin if he had any input on this. Mr. Coughlin said he was just made aware of this situation today. 

Mr. Coughlin said as far as he is concerned, a vote has been taken, dually passed, and we should move 

forward with it. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. Gerko what his thoughts were on this subject and Mr. Gerko said he 

voted against it at the June meeting. Mr. Dixon said after the meeting he will sign the purchase order. Mr. 

Dixon said one thing that you have to be aware of is every councilman knows what is going on in town 

and is entitled to their own opinion. 

Mr. Dixon wanted to acknowledge the loss of Mr. Gerko’s wife and offered his deepest 

sympathies. Mr. Dixon appreciated Mr. Gerko’s attendance to the meeting. 

Mr. Dixon told the Mayor that he would sign the purchase order and directed Holly to send out 

the check to pay for the officers’ digital voice training. 

 

CITIZEN’S INPUT 

 

 Mr. Robert Weaver said two years ago a wall collapsed on Nesbit Street. Mr. Weaver claims a 

Borough worker destroyed it. Mr. Mazur promised Mr. Weaver after Easter the wall would be repaired. 

The wall is not repaired the it is getting worse. Also, there is tree that is growing up against a live utility 

poll. UGI was called and they did not know anything about it. We need the wall repaired and the tree cut 

down. Mr. Dixon wanted to get his name and information after the meeting and will let Mr. McTague 

know about this issue.  

 Mrs. Donna Ogin, Palmer Street, said there is a problem with high bushes at the corner of Pierce 

and Shonk Street that makes it hard to see oncoming traffic. Mrs. Ogin asked if there was any way 

Plymouth Borough can get them cut. Mr. Madrack said the Borough can tell owners of corner lots, which 

drivers must be able to see a certain number of feet around the corner and we should be able to take care 



 

 

of this. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. Telesco to take a look at that corner and provide him with a follow up on 

that situation. 

 Mr. Ruseskus, Powell Street, wanted to discuss the approved traffic change, which he brought up 

over a year ago, near the daycare center, one way in and out near the Methodist Church. Mr. Ruseskus 

said he provided charts to the Chief of Police and it was in fact approved. Mr. Ruseskus said Mr. Madrack 

said it was supposed to be enacted. Mr. Madrack said it was approved by the Chief and the traffic 

committee. Mr. Madrack said we just have to change a couple signs. Mr. Dixon asked the Mayor to get 

the charts off of the Officer in Charge. Mr. Coughlin asked if he could be provided with a copy of the 

charts. 

 Lillian Michack, owner of Today’s Treasurers, said there is a lady on facebook who is 

complaining to her about pigeons on her house. Mr. Mahon asked Mr. Telesco what has been done with 

the pigeons. Mr. Telesco said he is still working on this issue. 

 Mr. John Lovenduski, North Street, thanked Mr. Dixon for providing the cold patch on North 

Street to avoid further erosion. On Wednesday, they had a downpour and his diverting system failed.  

Mr. Dixon said Mr. McTague spoke with Gail Conrad, Mr. Mullary and Mr. Yudichak about this issue. 

Mr.Kochinski took pictures of the last incident and showed them and has heard nothing back yet. Mr. 

Madrack said Mr. McTague was with Mr. Mullary yesterday and they are trying to see what they can do. 

Mr. Lovenduski thanked Mr. McTague for the sandbags. Mr. Lovenduski asked for any further updates 

on North Street. Mr. Dixon said he will talk to Mr. McTague about this issue, although Mr. Dixon will 

not be able to provide an answer by tomorrow. Mr. Dixon said Mr. McTague has been in touch with all of 

these officials. Mr. Madrack said Plymouth Borough cannot spend money to rectify this problem. Mr. 

Madrack said Mr. McTague approached them about getting a dual grant. Mr. Lovenduski said there was a 

blocked drain on North Street and Mr. Madrack said they are going to send Mr. Stu Krasavage up when 

he becomes available.  

 Mr. John Frye, Plymouth Citizens Action Committee, changed their meeting night from the first 

Tuesday of the month to the first Monday because of the Council holding the work sessions on the first 

Tuesday. Mr. Frye attended a presentation that was held at Fire Company No. 1, by Lori Bolesta.  The 

presentation was very informative. Plymouth has the best ambulance service in the valley and it does not 

cost anything, yet. The ambulance service is run by only a few people. It is unknown how long the people 

can keep running this service. It is a complete volunteer organization; no one gets paid for the ambulance 

service. They will provide the presentation at the next crime watch meeting. Legislation has been enacted 

that makes it very difficult for people to volunteer their time. The end result will include services 

decreasing. Service are drastically taxed by the demographic in our area. Lori Bolesta presented graphs 

indicating a decrease in donations and an increase in calls. The ambulance service is run on very few 

people. The result will be losing the volunteer ambulance association, and will have to switch to a paid 

ambulance association. When we switch to a paid ambulance association the taxes will increase. Their 

only source of income is from insurances and government reimbursements. Government is decreasing the 

reimbursements and insurances are refusing to pay. They will be providing the presentation during the 

Crime Watch’s September meeting.  

 Mr. Frye brought up some questions regarding box alarms. There is a list of box alarms that is for 

different departments such as the fire, rescue or ambulance that is to be dispatched. If something is on the 

box alarm like a fire truck or ambulance then the fire truck or ambulance is to be dispatched. In an 

emergency, this piece of equipment will be dispatched. Does it say anywhere, that if a piece of equipment 

is not dispatched that piece of equipment should respond. If a piece of equipment is not dispatched, it 



 

 

should not respond. Mr. Dixon said if Plymouth Borough responds to a fire on one end of town and we 

only have one truck, and if there is another fire on the other end of town, Larksville would then respond to 

the second fire. Mr. Frye said if there is a fire on one end of town and the fire truck is dispatched and the 

ambulance is not dispatched, does the ambulance respond to that call? Mr. Madrack and Mr. Dixon 

answered not unless it is requested. The request should be submitted and then it should be dispatched. The 

chief must make that call. Mr. Frye asked if the vehicle is not dispatched and the vehicle responds to a 

call and is involved in an accident, couldn’t that be a sticky situation for the Borough? Mr. Dixon said it 

could be, personally I do not want to get involved in telling the police, fire or ambulance service 

personnel about their schedule or what their duties are. Mr. Frye said they should follow the list that has 

been established. Mr. Dixon said if someone does not follow the call box, it is up to the Chief and the 

parties to organize a plan of how the dispatching should be handled and if it is not being followed, it is up 

to the Chief to remind them.  

Mr. Frye asked who reminds the Chief. Mr. Coughlin said over the years we did have meetings 

with the fire department. We had a meeting with Mr. Madrack, Mr. Dixon, Mr. McTague and myself last 

year and we expressed concerns about protocols, although we are not firemen, if my house is on fire I 

want the fire  department to respond. To answer your question, potentially anything that happens can 

come back on Plymouth Borough. Mr. Frye is talking about the unnecessary crossover of services that can 

be potentially dangerous. Mr. Dixon said no one should have misinterpreted, because it said only if it is 

requested, it did not mean if an ambulance responds to a call, that the fire department automatically 

responds, it said at the “request of”. If that is not toned, that truck should not be out there.  

Mr. Coughlin said if there is a guy going three hundred miles an hour to go two blocks, and we 

don’t know about it, let us know so we can find out whether or not the action is justified. Mr. Madrack 

said we know there are things happening in this community that we do not like, but we are hesitant in 

stepping on the toes of volunteers who provide a great service. Mr. Frye asked what if they are not 

volunteers, and Mr. Madrack said we know what you are talking about, but it is not an easy situation.  

 Adam Morehart, 4 West River Street, said Mr. John Frye is now the president of Plymouth 

Citizens Action Committee. Mr. Morehart wanted to elaborate on a topic that was discussed with Lori 

Bolesta at the meeting last night. If the EMS is out on a call for a tooth ache, or anything minor, if 911 

tones in for a different call , they cannot call the EMS that has responded to that prior call for five hours. 

Mr. Madrack said not when they are tied up, if they get a call and they do not respond to it, they are not to 

be called for at least five hours. Mr. Morehart was confused in this policy. Mr. Madrack said the Council 

does not dictate to the ambulance association. Mr. Morehart explained that is not where he is going with 

this. Mr. Morehart said as a governing body, we should be able to talk to 911 in changing that policy, 

because there could be an issue with coverage for our town. Mr. Dixon said when they have situations 

like that, they call another ambulance. Mr. Dixon said that is how 911 has it set up.  

Mr. Morehart said Lori Bolesta and Mr. Miller are incredible people. They don’t do it for the 

money they do it to protect our town. Mr. Morehart was impressed by Lori’s presentation, from her 

PowerPoint to her statistics, and suggested to everyone to make it the next meeting to see her 

presentation.  

Mr. Morehart wanted to publicly thank Mr. Dixon and Mr. Kochinski for coming out on July 4, 

2014, to cone off the storm drain that is in front of Steve Moss’s on Center Street. The drain was giving 

way and could have been a dangerous situation.  

 Mr. Coughlin said there is an email being sent out to all Fire Departments and emergency 

services from the West Side Council of Governments regarding a demonstration that will be held August 



 

 

13, at 7:00 P.M. at the West Wyoming Hose Company #1926. The topic will be bulk purchasing of fire 

equipment, such as air packs and infrared cameras. Mr. Coughlin says our ambulance is the best in the 

state. He hears that ambulance going off at all hours of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA VOTING 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER OF THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND 

DOLLARS ($350,000.00) FROM THE TAX ANTICIPATION FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND TO 

PAY THE 2014 TAN NOTE 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE PREVIOUS TRANSFER OF TWENTY NINE THOUSAND TWO 

HUNDRED EIGHT DOLLARS AND SEVENTY THREE CENTS ($29,208.73) TO REIMBURSE THE 

GENERAL FUND FOR LIQUID FUEL WORK PERFORMED JANUARY, FEBRUARY, AND 

MARCH 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 

 

MOTION TO PAY JULY BILLS 

GENERAL FUND: 14-324---14-369 

LIQUID FUEL:   14-071---14079  

STREET FUND:  14-048---14-056 

RECREATION: 14-018---14-020 

 

MOTION: Mr. Mahon  

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

 



 

 

 

 


