
 

Plymouth Borough 

Regular Meeting 

August 12, 2014 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Dixon  Mr. Kochinski  Mr. McTague 

Mr. Madrack  Mr. Gerko 

Mr. Coughlin  Mr. Mahon 

 

 

CITIZEN’S INPUT 

 

Mr. Coughlin asked to provide an update regarding the street sweeper through the West Side 

Council of Governments. The Street sweeper was totaled in an accident. The insurance company was 

going to give seventy nine thousand dollars ($79,000.00). There is a second hand sweeper available for 

the amount of eighty five thousand ($85,000.00). We met with the insurance company and with a little bit 

of haggling, we are going to receive eighty eight thousand six hundred twenty six dollars ($88,626.00). 

We will subtract one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for the deductible and we will still have eighty seven 

thousand six hundred twenty six dollars ($87,626.00). Mr. Coughlin said there will be a little over two 

thousand dollars left. They will bring the machine up from Harrisburg. The mechanics will be available to 

look over the machine to provide an inspection, if it passes the inspection, we will proceed with buying it. 

    They want to sell the machine for one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) but since it’s the 

same outfit that we purchased the other sweeper from, they are going to sell it for eighty five thousand 

($85,000.00). Mr. Coughlin wanted to provide answers for those who have been asking questions about 

the street sweeper. Mr. McTague asked if there was a date when they will be bringing the street sweeper 

up. Mr. Coughlin said no.  

Mr. Potoeskie Potoeski 272 Gardner Street, has concerns regarding a wall on Wall Street that is 

falling into his property at 275 Duffy Lane. In 2011, Mr. Potoeskie spoke to Mr. Mazur and last time he 

spoke to him, funding became available for this wall when the Beverly Lane project was supposed to be 



 

done. Since then, nothing has been done to this wall and the road is beginning to crack. Mr. Potoeskie 

provided photos to the Council and would like to know when this problem will be taken care of.  

Mr. Potoeskie has been dealing with Mr. Dixon since Mr. Mazur’s resignation. Mr. Dixon came 

up to Mr. Potoeskie’s house on Sunday and provided him a copy of the Borough Ordinance that explained 

the definition and purpose of a retaining wall. It states that the retaining wall is the responsibility of the 

property owner whose property it is retaining, but unless he owns Wall Street, he cannot see how that can 

be his responsibility. Mr. McTague says it looks pretty rough. Mr. Potoeskie said this is the same scenario 

as Beverly Drive and Plymouth Borough paid for it. Mr. Potoeskie said the difference between Wall 

Street and Beverly Drive is if the wall gives way on Wall Street, there will not be a way for emergency 

vehicles to get up to the top of Wall Street. Mr. Madrack asked Mr. Potoeskie if he had owned that land 

were the wall is. Mr. Potoeskie said no, I own the land where the wall is falling onto. Mr. Madrack asked 

if it had been surveyed. Mr. Potoeskie said he has the survey papers at his house. Mr. Potoeski said if he 

surveys it and runs a fence line, his property line would be the middle of Wall Street, which is impossible. 

Mr. Madrack asked who owns the wall. Mr. Potoeskie said the wall is supporting Wall Street. According 

to the ordinance a property owner shall not allow a retaining wall to collapse. Mr. Potoeski said it is not 

retaining my property; it is retaining the Borough’s property.  

Mr. McTague said the rule always is 15 feet from the center of the street both ways, belongs to 

the Borough. Mr. McTague said it was put there for a coal alley. That’s where everyone’s coal sheds were 

in the back yard, and each owner gave 4 feet on each side. And it became a coal alley. Your road probably 

was part of it, if you go to court for that, we will lose it. Mr. McTague said the wall belongs to the 

owners’ property that the wall is holding back. Mr. Potoeskie agreed and said that was what his attorney 

said. 

 Mr. Potoeskie said he filled out two complaint forms and asked who is to respond to the 

complaints. Mr. Potoeskie said he had run into Mr. Madrack at Curry Donuts and filled out two complaint 

forms, never heard from anyone. Mr. McTague asked Mr. Potoeskie when he had filed the complaints and 

Mr. Potoeskie said about two months ago. Mr. McTague said someone would be down tomorrow to take 

a look at the wall. Mr. Potoeskie provided pictures that supported his first complaint filed. He also said 

that once the owner knew Mr. Potoeskie was taking pictures, he started to get rid of the garbage, although 

the owner is still not coming in to take care of his property. Mr. McTague asked Mr. Potoeskie what the 

address was to that property. Mr. Potoeskie said it was 276 Gardner Street. Mr. McTague asked Mr. 

Telesco, Code Enforcement Officer, if he had been up to 276 Gardner Street. He said he has been up there 

to answer a number of complaints.  

Mr. Dixon said he called Stu Krasavage and he has that job order and money was set aside a 

while ago for that and the drain on North Street. Mr. Krasavage is aware of this project, they were 

supposed to go to Shawnee concrete and put blocks in. Mr. Potoeski said they have already been there to 

measure it. Mr. McTague asked for Mr. Potoeskie’s phone number so Mr. McTague may call him to let 

him know when he is coming.  

Mr. Tom Bat, 323 ½  Beade Street, there was a council meeting held on July 10, 2014 on Beade 

Street. Mr. Bat asked if there were any findings, documents or minutes taken since he was not available to 

attend the meeting. Mr. McTague said it was not a council meeting. The residents on Beade Street met 

with Plymouth Borough’s engineer to discuss the water problem. Mr. McTague said he would take Mr. 

Bat’s information and have the engineer get back to him. Mr. Bat wanted to confirm that there were no 

official documents available from this meeting. Mr. McTague said no, there were no official documents 

but would have the engineer speak to Mr. Bat, and the engineer would have the documents that are related 



 

to this issue. Mr. Bat asked how he could get a hold of the engineer. Mr. McTague said he would take his 

phone number and have the engineer call him. Mr. Bat said this meeting was not advertised, and asked 

whether or not that was normal. Mr. McTague corrected Mr. Bat and said it was not meeting, it was some 

of his neighbors who wanted to know about the water problem on Beade Street and it is a complicated 

problem, thus Mr. McTague asked the engineer to meet with them to walk around with the people to see 

the issues that they are dealing with down there. Mr. McTague said the request was made by Mr. 

Woodruff. 

Mrs. Mary Rittenhouse, 352 West Main Street, Recreation Board, President Paul Simms could 

not attend tonight. The fence dose not enclose the entire Beade Street Park, Mr. McTague asked where the 

openings were.  Mrs. Rittenhouse said there is no fence near the steps which could be dangerous. No 

fence across from the park near the wall, some of the fence goes across that wall. Mrs. Rittenhouse 

wanted to know why the park was not completely fenced in and further provided an explanation of a 

purpose of the fence. Mrs. Rittenhouse said at her age she could jump the concrete wall. Mr. McTague 

said he could not provide an explanation, and that she would have to speak to the engineer. Mrs. 

Rittenhouse asked if the Beade Street Park project was finished. Mr. McTague said yes, it was a bided 

project through our engineer. The steps leading down to the park does not have a gate and the hand rail 

going down the steps is not secure. Mr. Simms told Mrs. Rittenhouse that a chain going across the steps 

and a sign stating no admittance should be put there, because they are concerned with someone getting 

hurt.   

Mrs. Rittenhouse asked about the status of the signs that are supposed to be put up. Mrs. 

Rittenhouse said Plymouth Neighborhood Watch is receiving calls about teenagers going in there and 

damaging the equipment. Mrs. Rittenhouse is telling everyone that there is nothing that can be done until 

the fence and signs are up. Mrs. Rittenhouse said that this was asked about back in May. Mr. Madrack 

said it was his fault because he has been sick and we have one problem that needs to be discussed during 

a work session regarding the closing and opening time for the park. Mr. Madrack said the time should be 

8:00 A.M. until dusk because it gets darker out earlier during the fall and winter time and we don’t want 

people in there after dark because that is when vandalism occurs. Mr. Madrack said if he doesn’t have to 

go back to the hospital, he will discuss this issue during the work session because it needs to be discussed 

by every member of Council because an ordinance would have to be changed to legally hang the signs. 

Mr. Mahon said they discussed the steps and the eight cement tables and said we are still engaged 

on improving the park and is still open to suggestions for improvement. Mrs. Rittenhouse said she is 

concerned with the signs going up and the park not being completely fenced in because the signs alone 

will not stop people from going in after dusk. The other issue is there are no benches in the park and 

someone suggested to use the benches that were removed from Main Street. Mr. Mahon said he did not 

know where those benches were. Mr. Coughlin said that money came to put the basketball courts back 

and everyone decided to build the park rather than the basketball courts. We were limited to an eighty 

thousand dollar budget and we ran out of money to further improve the park. Mr. Madrack and Mr. 

Mahon said they are looking into getting additional funds to add more equipment to the playground. Mrs. 

Rittenhouse said they should look into putting the fence in before they decide to add more equipment 

because the equipment that is already there will get destroyed. 

 The piles behind the Shawnee Indian Field are still there and need to be removed to enforce a 

parking pattern and they have their first home game is this Sunday.  

Plymouth Neighborhood Watch will be holding their meeting Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 7:00 

P.M. at the Plymouth Borough Building. Christopher Lynch, Detective from the District Attorney’s office 



 

will be the guest speaker discussing gangs. We will also be doing the candlelight walk through town, 

because during the National Night out, last Tuesday, we were not able to do the walk because it looked 

like it was going to storm. During the National Night Out, Back Mountain Police Association, along with 

Officer Gina Kotowski and Officer Dave Rinehimer who provided child identifications and finger prints. 

Mr. Mark Ruseskas, 324 Powell Street,  presented a new traffic pattern over a year ago, and it 

was also discussed at last month’s meeting; making it a one way near the day care center. Mr. Ruseskas 

wants to know if anything has been enacted to make it go forward. Mr. McTague said he could not 

answer that question. Mr. Ruseskas said it was approved. He further states that it is an unquestionably a 

dangerous liability for Plymouth Borough. Mr. Ruseskas wants to know what he can do to expedite this 

process. Mr. McTague said we will have to put it in an ordinance and make signs for the one way, if it has 

in fact been approved. 

Mr. Fred Murman, 827 Beverly Drive, wanted to know what kind of liens are against the homes 

for demolition. Mr. McTague said all kinds. Bank liens, car liens any kind of liens that could have used 

the house as collateral. Mr. Murman asked if it is a bank, is there any way to negotiate so they could pay 

it off. Mr. McTague said if we could get everyone to sign to make a deal, and tear the house down. But 

some houses have twenty to thirty two liens on them. Mr. McTague said they have been trying to get 

house on Center Avenue for years. We tore down the house next to it, but we cannot get the other one. 

Mr. Murman mentioned the heating unit for the Borough Garage and the salt shed and asked when those 

projects were going to be completed. Mr. McTague said hopefully this year. 

 Joe Manly, 323 Powell Street, is experiencing issues with loitering in the parking lot behind 

Unigraphic. Mr. Manly reports that he has called the police numerous times but received no response. A 

police officer came down and told Mr. Manly that he was wasting his time responding to a nonsence call. 

The officer said he was concerned with getting sued being tied up on a call like this when he should be 

responding to an important call. Mr. Manly feels he pays his bills and taxes and feels that this call is just 

as important as the other calls.  Mr. Kochinski said “No Loitering” signs must be placed so officers can 

enforce the law, because as of right now there are no grounds to stand on to chase people out. Mr. 

Kochinski asked Mr. McTague if that was something they can begin to work on. Mr. McTague agreed. 

Mr. Mahon asked isn’t that a question the Mayor should be answering. Mayor Petrosky asked Mr. Manly 

if he was the gentleman that called her twenty five times. Mayor indicated that she has explained the sign 

issue with Mr. Manly before. Mr. Coughlin asked if this was a paved parking lot. Mr. Manly explained 

his property ends right at the parking lot. Mr. McTague said we will have to post no loitering signs. 

 Mr. John Frey, 119 Shawnee Avenue, Plymouth Citizens Action Committee, wanted to provide a 

report of the last Plymouth Citizens Action Committee meeting. Mr. Frey said they met last Monday at 

7:30 P.M. with Mr. Dixon and four other people and discussed the landlord/tenant ordinance  and 

compared the wording  to the previous property management ordinance of 2009. Mr. McTague asked if 

they think they should invite the Code Enforcement Officer. Mr. Frye agreed.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA VOTING 

 

 

MOTION TO SUBMIT REQUEST FOR PAYMENT TO THE COUNTY OFFICE OF COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT REGARDING THE PAVE PROJECTS FOR DAVIS STREET, FAIRVIEW STREET 

AND HANOVER STREET 

 

MOTION: Mr. Coughlin 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE PLYMOUTH BOROUGH PER CAPITA TAXES TO NOT BE ACCEPTED 

BY ANYONE OF THE AGE OF 65 OR OLDER 

 

MOTION: Mr. Dixon 

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

Mr. McTague explained we are going to forgive the Per Capita taxes for anyone of the age of 65 or older. 

 

MOTION TO PURCHASE BALISTIC TACTICAL VESTS AND HELMETS FOR THREE OFFICERS 

IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF EIGHT THOUSAND TWENTY FIVE DOLLARS ($8025.00) 

 

MOTION: Mr. Kochinski 

SECOND: Mr. Dixon 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE PLYMOUTH BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT’S 

PARTICIPATION IN THE BUCKLE-UP PROGRAM  

 

MOTION: Mr. Kochinski 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  7 yes 

ON THE QUESTION: Mr. Coughlin asked Mr. McTague to provide an explanation of this program. The 

state provides the funding through a subcontractor to provide additional police to enforce the use of seat 

belts. It has been proven that other violations have been found through this program. 

 



 

MOTION TO ACCEPT APRIL 14, 2014 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

 

MOTION TO PAY AUGUST BILLS 

GENERAL FUND: 14-370---14-423 

LIQUID FUEL :  14-080---14-089 

STREET FUND:  14-057---14-065 

RECREATION   14-021---14-022 

 

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  6 yes, 1 abstain 

 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

  

 


