
Page 1 of 6 

 

Plymouth Borough 

Regular Rescheduled Meeting 

December 16, 2014 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. James Mahon, Vice President of Council. 

 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 3 OF 2014:  A RESOLUTION OF PLYMOUTH BOROUGH, 

COUNTY OF LUZERNE, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING  PUBLIC MEETING 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Mr. Michael Kostelansky, Esq. Solicitor of Plymouth Borough, provided an explicit explanation of the 

rules and regulations regarding this resolution. The council has a right to establish rules on how a meeting is 

conducted as well as an obligation and duty to make sure meetings are conducted in an orderly fashion so 

everyone has an opportunity to see and hear what is happening during a meeting, and is done in a manner which 

does not disturb the meeting.   

The most important part of the rules is the use of visually recording the meetings. Under the sunshine 

act, there is authorization to allow that to occur. However, it is important that not only Council, Mayor or any 

borough officials present are aware the meeting is being recorded, but also the members of the public must also 

be aware that someone is recording the meeting. Consequently, the rules that are going to be adopted are going 

to deal with that. It will govern the use of the recording devices such as, tape recorders, video cameras, 

television cameras, microphone cameras, wireless telephone recording device or cameras or other similar 

recording or electric devices. 

 Before the start of each meeting, there will be a form available for any person who wants to use a 

recording device during the meeting.  They will have to provide their name, address, description of type 

recording device being used, and acknowledge the operator using the device is aware of these rules and will 

abide by the rules and regulations indicated on the form. During the meeting, if the Council asks to identify any 

person who they believe is using the recording device, you would have to acknowledge that for the Council, at 

the time they ask.  

 No recording device may produce distracting sounds, to the audience or to the meeting. Only available 

light in the room may be used, no artificial light may brought in to be used by the participant. Television camera 

equipment or any other stationary video camera equipment, such as, video recorders, or microphones, that must 

be set up on a stand, must be set up immediately behind the table, to record. No concealed recording devices. 

Plymouth Borough’s electricity may not be used to provide power to any recording device. Once recording 

device is established in the designated area, movement to take pictures or to record is prohibited during the 

meeting. No recording device may be used to record private conversations, between audience members, borough 

officials, or others whose comments or questions are made privately and not for public consumption.  

Recording device operating consequences to violations of this policy will include confiscation of 

recording device during the meeting, and will not be available for use. If violations are made, removal from 

meeting, and under certain circumstances, violators may be barred from recording other meetings for ninety 

days, following the violation.  
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There are rules indicated to attend the meeting, without recording. There will be an allotted time for 

citizens to address the council in regards to the items listed on the agenda. The Borough Secretary will post the 

rules in the lobby so the public may become aware of these rules.  

Mr. Kostelansky said that this is not attended to be punitive action; this is to ensure the meeting is run in 

an orderly fashion.  

MOTION: Mr. Coughlin 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

On the question:  Mr. McTague asked Michael Kostelansky, Esq. Solicitor of Plymouth Borough if this 

was law. Mr. Kostelansky explained the rules and regulations to this resolution provide the right to Council to 

establish rules in order to control the use of devices so the meeting is conducted in an orderly fashion. Secondly, 

individuals, both council members, public officials, as well as members of the audience are aware that any 

comments made, will be recorded.  

 

VOTE:  6 yes  

 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 5 OF 2014:   A RESOLUTION OF PLYMOUTH 

BOROUGH, COUNTY OF LUZERNE, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING 

PARTICIPATION AND VOTING BY TELECOMMUNICATIONS’ DEVICE 

 

Mr. Kostelansky said this deals with resolution that has been recently added to the Borough Code. This 

resolution will allow, under limited circumstances, for a Council member to participate in a meeting if they are 

unable to attend a meeting for one of the following reasons. Specifically, due to an illness or disability of a 

member of Council, care for the ill or newborn within the Council member’s immediate family, an emergency, 

or family or business travel. All requirements of 53PS46001C must be met. Essentially, when the meeting is 

being conducted, the telecommunications device must allow the absent Council member to be able to hear all 

aspects of the meeting and also the present Council members and audience must be able to hear what the absent 

Council member is saying as well. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:  6 yes  

 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 4 OF 2014:  A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF 

PLYMOUTH, LUZERNE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, FILLING THE VACANCY IN COUNCIL 

OCCURING DUE TO THE UNTIMELY PASSING OF COUNCILMAN CLIF MADRACK 

 

MOTION: Mr. Dixon 

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:  6 yes  
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MOTION TO NOMINATE MR. JOHN THOMAS TO FILL THE VACANT COUNCIL POSITION 

 

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 

Magistrate Whittaker performed the swearing in of Mr. John Thomas as a Plymouth Borough Council member.  

 

MOTION TO APPOINT CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL 

 

Mr. Coughlin made the motion to appoint Mr. William Dixon to Chairman of Council. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Coughlin 

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:  6 yes, 1 abstain 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mr. Dixon said Mr. Mahon will remain Vice President of Council. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ROLL CALL 

Mr. Coughlin  Mr. Kochinski  Mr. McTague  Mr. Dixon    

Mr. Gerko  Mr. Mahon  Mr. Thomas 

 

 

CITIZEN’S INPUT 

Mr. Dixon asked anyone who was to provide citizen’s input to please come forward to state name and 

address. 

Mr. James Woodruff, 310 Beade Street, is asking if any changes have been made on th installation of 

the valves on Beade Street. Mr. McTague said pretty much everything is set except the installation of the poles. 

Mr. McTague said he should have an answer by the end of this week. Mr. McTague said once he gets an answer 

he will let everyone know. Mr. Woodruff asked if it will be brought up at the next meeting. Mr. McTague said 

he would like to recieve the quotes, run it by council, if the quotes are acceptable, he would like to hold a special 

meeting, due to the weather change.  

 Mr. Woodruff commented positively on the cooperation among the Council members and he 

said he hopes it continues.  
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Mrs. Mary Rittenhouse, 352 West Main Street, President of Plymouth Neighborhood Watch, Mrs. 

Rittenhouse congratulated Mr. Thomas on his appointment. Plymouth Neighborhood Watch will be canceling 

the December meeting because they will be Christmas Caroling through town on the trolley on Friday. They will 

meet at Happy Pizza and will take gifts that were collected for the McAuley House kids during the Community 

Breakfast on this past Sunday. They will be provided the opportunity to ride the trolley with Santa and Happy 

Pizza is going to throw the kids a party. During the Community Breakfast, nine hundred dollars ($900.00) was 

raised for the McAuley House, along with many items that was on the wish list, which was provided by Sister. 

The next meeting will be held January 20
th
, at the Borough Building at 7:00 P.M... The guest speaker will be 

Stephen Kofchak from the Larksville Police Department. He will be speaking about concealed carry permit and 

gun safety. Mrs. Rittenhouse urged all residents to attend. With the increase in crime, many people commented 

that they will purchase a gun to protect themselves and a carry a permit. Membership is not necessary to attend 

any of the meetings. All are welcome. During each meeting, Mrs. Maribeth Rosensteel provides a thorough 

crime report at each meeting.  

Mrs. Rittenhouse is proud to announce Plymouth Neighborhood Watch is recognized for the 

Diamonds/Coal Our View Column on the Editorial page of the Times Leader. “Diamonds to the Plymouth 

Neighborhood Watch. This anticrime group, which has grown to nearly 100 members since its founding 2 years 

ago, strengthens bond between borough residents and provides support to local non-profits. Proceeds from its 

monthly “Sunday breakfast" are donated to charities and civic organizations in the Plymouth area. Most 

recently, Watch members raised money for the Catherine McAuley House, a program that supplies temporary 

shelter to women and their children who are homeless for reasons other than domestic abuse." 

Mrs. Rittenhouse extended gratitude to Councilmen Mr. Dixon and Mr. Kochinski because when they 

have time, the come and volunteer at the Community Breakfast.  

Mr. Fred Murmen, 827 Beverly Drive, said he seen the street sweeper heading north, asked if it goes 

the opposite way. Mr. McTague said yes, it goes that way before it goes the other way and goes down and turns 

around. Plymouth Graphics to Coal Street is always dirty. Mr. Murmen said he wasn’t sure if the dirt was 

getting picked up by the brushes. Mr. Dixon asked Mr. McTague if he could provide an explanation. Mr. 

McTague said yes. Mr. Dixon said they had to stop because they had a problem with one of the brushes, and 

meant to head down that way but the driver had to return the sweeper. There has been trouble with the sweeper 

and it is in the process of “ironing out the kinks”. Mr. McTague said it will be down this week. 

Mr. Woodruff, 310 Beade Street, said last month there was a lady from the Beade Street area asking 

about the signs that were put around the park. Mr. Woodruff said Mr. Dixon said there was something wrong 

with the signs. Mr. Dixon said they were corrected. Also said there was something wrong with Codes. Mr. 

Dixon said they are up to code. Mr. Dixon said Mr. Madrack had all the signs changed. Mr. Frey said at the last 

meeting, Mr. Dixon said the Borough ordinances need to be codified. Mr. Dixon agreed, and said that they all 

sat down and had a great discussion on that topic. Mr. Dixon said it is a long process that needs to be discussed 

with Council. Mr. Dixon said we are heading in the right direction on the process. Mr. Thomas said it will take 

about a year to complete. Mr. Thomas said the last time codification took place was back in the 1980s. Mr. 

McTague said at that time it cost the Borough six thousand dollars ($6,000.00). Mr.Thomas agreed.  Mr. Dixon 

said it will now cost us about twenty five thousand ($25,000.00). 
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AGENDA VOTING 

MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 2 OF 2014: AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

PLYMOUTH, COUNTY OF LUZERNE, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, ADOPTING THE 

2015 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE REGULATING AND 

GOVERNING THE CONDITIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF ALL PROPERTY IN THE BOROUGH 

MOTION: Mr. Mahon 

SECOND: Mr. Thomas 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

MOTION TO APPOINT MICHAEL P. THOMAS TO THE POSITION OF A FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER 

IN THE PLYMOUTH BOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT AT AN ANNUAL STARTING SALARY AS 

PER THE CURRENT COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT OF TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND 

THIRY SEVEN DOLLAS AND SEVENTEEN CENTS ($24,037.17) AS WELL AS THE OTHER 

APPLICAPABLE BENEFITS THAT APPLY TO HIM UNDER THE CURRENT COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING AGREEMENT, DATED JANUARY 12, 2012. SAID APPOINTMENT SHALL COMMENCE 

ON DECEMBER 9, 2014. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Coughlin 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

MOTION TO REFUND  THOMAS M. WRIGHT IN THE AMOUNT  FOURTY-FOUR DOLLARS AND 

TWENTY CENTS ($44.20) TO REFUND  OVERPAYMENT OF REAL ESTATE TAXES 

 

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. McTague 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

MOTION TO REFUND JOHN AND GAIL THOMAS IN THE AMOUNT OF FIFTY-FIVE DOLLARS AND 

TEN CENTS TO REFUND OVERPAYMENT OF REAL ESTATE TAXES 

 

MOTION: Mr. McTague 

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:  6 yes, 1 abstain 

 

 

MOTION TO PURCHASE 2014 FORD INTERCEPTOR UTILITY VEHICLE FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT 

IN THE AMOUNT OF THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED FIFTY THREE DOLLARS 

($35,853.00) 

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Thomas 

VOTE:  7 yes 
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MOTION TO PAY DECEMBER BILLS 

GENERAL FUND: 14-596—14-658 

LIQUID FUEL:  14-129---14-139 

STREET FUND: 14-093---14-101 

RECREATION: 14-030---14-031 

 

MOTION: Mr. Mahon 

SECOND: Mr. Coughlin 

VOTE:  7 yes 

 

Mr. Coughlin provided information regarding the West Side Council of Governments. Mr. Coughlin 

said he received an email last week, regarding the LSA Grant. Plymouth Borough will be receiving a skid steer, 

thermal imaging camera, dash camera and the installation of mobile computers. This is all from the COG, with 

Plymouth Borough paying four hundred dollars ($400.00) a year.  

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED  

 


