
Plymouth Borough
Work Session and Regular Meeting

September 12,2017

The Plymouth Borough work session began at 6:00 P.M. and the regular meeting was

immediately called to order by Mr. Gary Kochinski, President of Council,

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE

ROLL CALL

Mr. Ktytor was excused due to work schedule.

Mr. Thomas was excused.

Mr, Cunningham, Mr. Dixon, Mr, Peters, Mr. Coughlin and Mr. Kochinski were present.

CITIZEN'S REQUESTS AND COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

There were no requests or comments regarding agenda items.

CITIZE,NS REQUESTS AND COMMENTS REGARDING GENERAL ITEMS

Mr, John Frey of Shawnee Avenue said there have been a lot of people moving into Plymouth

and asked Council if it would be feasible for council to draft an ordinance limiting the number of rental

units a rental complex could contain. Mr, Kochinski said it is indicated in the zoning ordinance, He said it
is regulated by a cerlain amount of parking spaces per unit,

Mrs. Mary Jarret of Center Avenue, said the Plymouth Neighborhood Watch is hosting a town-

wide yard sale on Saturday, September 23,2011 from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.,. She said they will be

giving out prizes and a map of all the spaces will be available.

Mr. Frey asked if the ordinance is linked to a number of parking spaces, Mr. Kochinski said he

will have to look through the ordinance. He said he knows it specifies how many units that could be there,

Mr. Dixon said there is. Mr. Frey asked if it would be possible to have an ordinance just to say that a

building could only house a certain number of units. He said a double block could not be made into four
units. Mr. Dixon said they do have that. Mr. Kochinski said as of right now it is regulated through
parking. He said there are ceftain regulations through zoningthat would determine that. He said he would

have to go through the ordinance. Mr. Frey asked if it would be legal to have some soft of ordinance that

would limit the number of units in a buildine. Mr. Kochinski said he does not know for sure. Mr. Dixon



said he is pretty sure it is because after 2009 a double block cannot be split into multiple units. Mr.

Kochinski said that is something that they could research.

Mr. Carl Coates of 822 Beverly Dr. asked Council when they will fix the curb in front of his

house and Cuny Hill. Mr. Kochinski said they are trying to get that resolved by next year but he does not

have an exact date. Mr. Coates said they do not have until next year and said they have been waiting for 4

years. Mr. Coates said some people up there do not have sewer lines and have septic tanks. Mr. Kochinski

said they are aware of it. Mr. Coates said it is hard to sell a house with sandbags in front of it. Mr.

Kochinskiasked if he is asking them to install a curb line around the front of his home. Mr. Coates said

yes, Mr. Kochinski asked if that would be the Borough's responsibility. Mr, Kochinski said he believes

they are responsible up to the curb Iine.

Mr. Coates said he has been there for thirty some years and it has never happened before and all

of a sudden, they do that job on Cury Hill and it's like a river. Mr. Kochinski said it was after the heavy

rain fall in 201L He said the whole water table changed up there. Mr. Coates said that it is not his

problem and added that it is the Borough's problem. Mr, Kochinski said they are working on it and they

applied for a grant and are going through the process. Mr, Kochinski said they cannot go any faster and

that they have been through this a hundred times. He said they are doing everything they can.

Mrs. Cindy Neat of 714 Mill Street, said there is not enough parking for everyone on Mill Street

and asked if they could designate just Mill Street residents because everyone from Franklin Street and

other streets corne to park and take up spots. Mr. Kochinski said parking is scarce all throughout town. He

said he doesn't think that they could regulate it for residential and they cannot regulate where exactly

people can park. Mr. Kochinski confirmed that comment with Mr. Kostelansky, Plymouth Borough

Solicitor. Mr. Kochinski said they cannot assign specific parking spaces. Mrs. Neat said she is not asking

them to assign specific parking spaces, she is asking that the residents on Mill Street be the only ones to

park on Mill Street because other people from Franklin Street and Ackley Street are parking on Mill
Street and they are left with nothing.

Mr. Coughlin said they have permit parking in certain parts of town because of the high school.

He said he lives on Girard Avenue and it is permit parking, He said as long as that permit is in his car he

can go park in other permitted parking areas. He said the permit parking is not limited to the street. He

said he always thought that they should look into permit parking for the whole town. Mr. Coughlin said it
is something they could look into. Mrs. Neat said so many people have three to four cars on their road and

they are working on them and not running them. Mr. Coughlin asked if they have a valid inspection. Mrs.

Neat said they do. She said they are leaving these vehicles on the ramps on the road. Mr. Kochinski said

they should not be doing that and she could call 9-1-1. Mrs. Neat said they are attaching dogs to a fence

out on the main road when they have a fenced in back yard. Mr. Kochinski said he does not think that is

breaking any laws. Mrs, Neat said you cannot walk down the road without the dog attacking like that one

does. Mr. Kochinski said as long as it is on a leash. Mr. Coughlin said if the dog is coming after her that

she should call the police and let them handle it, Mr, Dixon asked if that was a complaint form in her

hand and she said it was and that she will fill it out with the information that she spoke about,

Mr, George Meeker of 825 Beverly Dr., said he doesn't see why they have to wait ayear for the

Beverly Drive project to starl. Mr. Kochinski said they were awarded the grant this year and it is going

through the process. He said the engineer did a preliminary plan to apply for the grant and is now pulling

the deeds. He said the engineer has to write up the easements for each deed and every homeowner on

Smith Rowe has to sign off on the easements to go through the property with the gully that they want to
put through to guide the water down to Coal Street Creek. Mr. Kochinski said there are residents on



Smith Rowe who are uncooperative and they are trying to work with them to resolve the situation to make

this possible. Mr. Kochinski said they are going through the motions to make this happen. Mr. Kochinski

said everything has to be done by a step by step procedure and everything needs to be done accurately or

the grant won't cover it.

Mr. Meeker said speaking about accurately and asked if the contractor who did the work on

Smith Rowe could be responsible for some of this work. Mr, Kochinski explained that they decided the

grant was the best route to go because people start to point fingers and they will end up getting into

lawsuits, He said there is no guarantee about anything. He said that it could be found that no one is at

fault and it is just run-off coming down hill, He said applying for the grant was the best-case scenario. Mr.

Coughlin said the grant process could take up to a year but a lawsuit can take 3-5 years. Mr. Coughlin

said that he agrees with Mr. Coates and they would like to get this done yesterday but they are handcuffed

as to what they could do. Mr, Kochinski said they are not pushing this off'

Mr. Meeker asked if anyone checked the run-off coming for sewage, Mr. Kochinski said the

engineer is looking into those matters and that it is all tied in with the grant project. Mr. Meeker said he

would like to see the project done. Mr. Kochinski said they are working as quickly as possible. Mr.

Kochinski apologized to them for thinking that Council is stringing them along and said they are not. Mr.

Kochinski said they want this done and finished.

Meeting Agenda

2.

I MOTION: TO ACCEPT AMTRUST COMMERCIAL INSURANCE PROPOSAL FOR

WORKERS COMPENSATION FOR THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2OI7 THROUGH

SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 IN TFIE TOTAL AMOLINT OF SIXTY-FOUR THOUSAND NINE

HLTNDRED THTRTY-FOUR DOLLARS ($64,93 4. 00).

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Cunningham made the second on the motion.

Mr. Coughlin said this is a raise from last year. Mr. Kochinski confirmed and said last

year's cost was fifty-five thousand six hundred eighty-nine dollars ($55,689,00) and it is an

increase of nine thousand two hundred forty-five dollars ($9,245,00) and a little over a sixty

percent increase. Mr. Coughlin asked if there was a reason for the increase. Mr. Kochinski said

no and that it is just a rate increase. He added that there were a few claims'

The vote was unanimous.

MOTION: TO MAKE PAYMENT TO TIMOTHY P. O'REILLY, ATTORNE,Y AT LAW,

FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED APRIL 23,2017 THROUGH AUGUST 23,

2OI7 FOR THE FIREFIGHTERS INTEREST ARBITRATION FOR THE TOTAL AMOLTNT

OF FOUR THOUSAND NINE HTINDRED DOLLARS ($4,9OO.OO).

Mr. Cunningham made the motion.

Mr, Peters made the second on the motion.

Mr. Dixon said that this is sickening. Mr. Kochinski added that they also have over

twenty-five hundred dollars ($2,500,00) in solicitor fees just to negotiate this contract, Mr.



3.

Dixon said this is terible. Mr. Kochinski said these funds could have been put to better use. He

said unfortunately this is not a New York city based fire department.

The vote was unanimous.

MOTION: TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WEST SIDE COTINCIL OF GOVERNMENT'S

E,LECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND AT

THELIJZERNE COLINTY SOCCE,RFIELDS IN FORTY-FORT FROM 3:OO P.M. LINTIL

6:00 P.M, AND COMMIT ONE LABORER AND ONE POLICE OFFICER TO ABIDE TO

THE RECYCLING EVENT SPECIFICATIONS.

Mr. Dixon rlade the motion.

Mr. Coughlin made the second on the motion.

The vote was unanimous.

MOTION: TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH MERICLE, COMMERCIAL REAL

ESTATE GROUP, INC. FOR TI{E EXCLUSIVE zuGHT TO SELL 25 EAST MAIN STREET,

PLYMOUTH, PA I865I, PARCEL NO. 48-H8SE4-O4O-026-OOO, DEED BOOK PAGE O3OI6-

154408, AS TIIE SELLER'S AGENT FORA PERIOD OF 12 MONTHS COMMENCING

UPON EXECUTION OF TIIE CONTRACT BY THE OWNER FOR THE SALE PRICE OF

TWENTY-SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS ($26,000.00).

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Cunningham rnade the motion.

Mr. Coughlin asked if the building could be specified, Mr. Kochinski said this is the PNC

bank building. He said they are going to attempt to sell it. Mr, Kochinski said Council will
review all submitted bids and they want to choose the bid that provides the best plan to revitalize

the building. He said if the buyer does not follow through with plans, Council will take the

building back and they will demolish it. He said they are trying to see if someone is willing to

buy it to fix it up first before they take it down. Mr. Coughlin thanked Mr. Kochinski and Mr.

Kochinski thanked Mr. Coughlin.

The vote was unanimous.

MOTION: I HERE,BY MOVE TO APPOINT JARRID SHULLA TO THE POSITION OF A

FULL-TIME STREET DEPARTMENT WORK_ER AT AN HOURLY RATE, OF THIRTEEN

DOLLARS ($13.00) AS WELL AS TI{E OTHER APPLICABLE BENEFITS TTIAT APPLY

TO HIM LINDER THE CURRENT TEAMSTERS LOCAL LINION #401 COLLECTIVE,

BARGAINING AGREEMENT, DATED JANUARY 1,201.6, SAID APPOINTMENT WILL
COMMENCE ON SEPTEMEBER 2I.2OT7.

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Peters made the second on the motion.

The vote was unanimous.

MOTION: TO HIRE TANYA JACKSON AS A CROSSING GUARDS AS AN AT WILL
E,MPLOYEE AND SHALL RECEIVE NO BENEFITS OF ANY TYPE, INCLUDING BUT

NOT LIMITE,D TO SICK TIME, VACATION TIME, HOLIDAY PAY, OR HEALTH
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INSURANCE COVERAGE AND SIIALL BE PAID AT AN HOURY RATE OF EIGHT

DOLLARS AND FIFTY CENTS ($8.50) FOR HOURS WORKED.

Mr. Dixon made the motion,

Mr. Coughlin made the second on the motion,

The vote was unanimous,

7. MOTION: TO HIRE JOHN ROWLANDS JR. AS A PART TIME FIRE DRIVER, AS AN AT

WILL EMPLOYEE AND SFIALL RECEIVE NO BENEFITS OF ANY TYPE, INCLUDING

BUT NOT LIMITED TO SICK TIME, VACATION TIME, HOLIDAY PAY, OR HEALTH

INSURANCE COVERAGE AND SI]ALL BE PAID AT AN HOURY RATE OF TEN

DOLLARS ($10.00) FORHOURS WORKED.
Mr. Cunningham made the motion.

Mr. Coughlin made the second on the motion.

The vote was unanimous.

8. MOTION: TO APPOINT HOLLY SPECE AS THE MU{ICIPAL REPRESENTATIVE TO

SERVE ON THE WVSA STE,E,RING COMMITTEE REGARDING THE STORMWATER

MANGEMENT PROGRAM TO DISCUSS, COMMLINICATE AND COORDINATE

STORMWATER INFORMATION AND ACTIVITIES WITH TIIE MTINICIPALITY AND

OFFICIALS. THIS APPOINTMENT IS MADE IN ADDITION TO HER CURRENT

DUTIES.
Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Cunningham made the second on the motion.

The vote was unanimous.

9. MOTION: TO ACCEPT THE FIRE. POLICE AND TREASURER,S REPORT.

Mr. Cunningham made the motion.

Mr. Dixon made the second on the motion.

The vote was unanimous,

10. MOTION: TO PAY SEPTEMBER BILLS:
GENERAL FUND: 17-461-17-523

LIQUID FUEL FI-IND: 17-092 - 17-105

RECREATION FIIND: 11-039 - 17-043

Mr. Dixon made the motion.

Mr. Peters made the second on the motion.

The vole was unanimous.

1 1. MOTION: TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR PERSONNELL

MATTERS REGARDING THE FIREMAN'S COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
AGREEMENT, POLICE C OLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREE,MENT,

SECRETARIES AND REAL ESTATE MATTERS.
Mt. Cunningham made the motion.



Mr. Dixon made the second on the motion.

Council entered into Executive Session at 6:45 P.M. '.
meeting resumed at 8:03 P.M...

12, MOTION: TO ADJOURN.

Mr. Cunningham made the motion.

Mr. Peters made the second on the motion.

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 P,M...

Holly A. Spece

Borough Secretary & Treasurer

Plymouth Borough

The regular Council


