
Plymouth Borough 

Regular Meeting 

March 10, 2015 

 

 

The monthly work session was held previously to the Regular Council Meeting. The meeting was 

called to order by Mr. William Dixon, President of Council. 

ROLL CALL 

Mr. Coughlin  Mr. Kochinski  Mr. McTague  Mr. Dixon    

Mr. Gerko  Mr. Mahon  Mr. Thomas 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

CITIZEN’S INPUT 

VISITOR’S REQUESTS AND COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS 

 Mr. Thomas, Church St., said last week, the gas company had put a cut on Church St. in the 

pavement, just below a fire hydrant. He said they filled it in, but it is all coming out now and created a big 

bump on the street. Mr. Thomas said there is a liner of a fender sitting on the bottom of Jeanette St. and it 

has been there for over a week.  

 Mr. Dixon said when the utilities come through, they are working around the clock and they are 

hitting, repairing and moving on. He said that is why he does not like cold patch because it’s a waste of 

money and it comes right out. Mr. Dixon said he will take a look tomorrow and note the different things 

that need to be taken care of and do what could immediately be done. 

 Mr. John Murlock, Third St., regarding the Borough Manager position, he asked if there was a 

job description that would list the qualifications one should have. Mr. Dixon said he has been looking for 

one and he cannot find one. Mr. McTague said there is none because Plymouth Borough never had one. 

Mr. Murlock asked if we should have one. Both Mr. Mctague and Mr. Dixon agreed there should be a job 

description for the position.  

Mr. Murlock questioned a comment that was previously stated during the work session, he asked 

about the Borough Manager being a grant a writer. Mr. Coughlin said different towns would hire a person 

just to search for grants and he would be known as a grant writer and they would get a percentage of the 

grant. Plymouth Township hired a grant writer and he was getting half of the grants. It would have been 

better for Plymouth Township to hire someone to search for the grants and do other things as well. Mr. 

Dixon said he has called different grant writers to get a listing of their prices. Mr. Dixon said per grant 

some run between six hundred and better. Mr. Coughlin said some require a percentage of the grant. Mr. 

Dixon said that is on top of that. Mr. Dixon said just for writing it and then if the grant gets turned down, 

the grant writer will still have to be paid.  

  



 

VISITOR’S REQUEST AND COMMENTS REGARDING GENERAL MATTERS 

 Mr. John Frey, Plymouth Citizens Action Committee, East Shawnee Avenue, provided a report 

on the last few meetings the Plymouth Citizens Action Committee held. Mr. Frey said they normally meet 

on the first Monday of the month. PCAC met on January 5, 2015 and discussed the Landlord/Tenant 

Ordinance. Mr. Dixon and Mr. Mahon were present. The committee agreed to meet again on January 14, 

2015 to present recommended changes in the ordinance to Mr. Dixon and Mr. Telesco, Code Enforcement 

Officer. At the meeting, the changes to the ordinance were discussed and a revised copy of the 

Landlord/Tenant Ordinance was given to Mr. Dixon so he may make other council members aware of the 

committee’s recommendations. Mr. Frey said the committee has no legislative power, all they can do is 

look at something, identify a problem and then perhaps come up with a solution to the problem.  

 The Plymouth Citizen’s Action Committee did not meet in February due to inclement weather. 

But they did meet on January 2, 2015 to discuss a curfew ordinance. Previously it was found that 

Plymouth Borough has a curfew ordinance since 1986 which may be prudent to review and update where 

necessary. As far as the constitutionality of the ordinance, Mr. Frey said he is not a lawyer, but he is sure 

the ordinance was written by a lawyer. In addition, Plymouth Borough has an ordinance dealing with 

loitering and lingering. This ordinance has also been in effect since 1986. At this time, the Plymouth 

Citizen’s Action Committee would like reinforce to Council and to the public that there are presently 

ordinances in the borough dealing with a curfew and loitering and lingering. Since the grouping of people 

in certain areas and the troublesome behavior resulting from such groupings seems to be a problem, the 

enforcement of the loitering/lingering ordinance, might be away to reduce the problem. Realizing that 

enforcement isn’t as easy as it seems, we would request the Mayor and a representative of the Police 

Department meet with our committee to advise, recommend, and present possible solutions to problems 

of enforcement. 

 The Plymouth Citizen’s Action Committee would like to recommend signs prohibiting loitering, 

lingering and solicitation be erected at each end of the borough, so people would be informed of the law, 

which will make it easier for Police to enforce the ordinances that we have. Mr. Thomas said he agrees 

with Mr. Frey. Mr. Frey said he is at their disposal.  He said if Council doesn’t need their help that is fine. 

Mr. Thomas said they want Mr. Frey’s help. Mr. Frey said council knows more about this then they do.  

 Mr. McTague suggested Mr. Thomas and himself back out of this and let Plymouth Citizen’s 

Action Committee, Mayor Petrosky and Police research this and then be brought to council to pass. Mr. 

Frey said that is fine. Mr. Dixon said there are updated sample ordinances available on the Pennsylvania 

State Association of Boroughs website and he could provide them with copies. Mr. Frey addressed Mayor 

Petrosky and asked if she could let them know when she would like to meet or attend the PCAC meeting. 

Mr. Frey said they could gather information, perhaps present it to Council. Mr. Frey said it would be 

easier to enforce the loitering and lingering ordinance because it is clear and concise and not age specific.

 Mr. Coughlin spoke in regards to the Landlord/Tenant ordinance and asked if Mr. Frey furnished 

those changes to council. Mr. Frey said the PCAC’s goal was to simplify the ordinance. Mr. Frey said 

they tried to remove the word license. Mr. Coughlin asked if there was a copy available. Mr. Dixon said 

he had a copy. Mr. Coughlin said he would like to review what he has and perhaps get it to the solicitor.  

Mr. Dixon said he went over those changes with Mr. Telesco and invited Mr. Telesco to comment. Mr. 

Telesco said it is written verbatim from the building code books. He said the word “license” cannot be 

eliminated.  



 Mr. Coughlin said in regards to property managers, a specific amount of miles was indicated in 

regards to how far away a property manager may live from a property they are managing. Mr. Coughlin 

said he looked into doubling the mileage, but was told it cannot be done. Mr. Thomas said the word 

license was added in by the solicitor and the same thing with the property manager. Mr. Dixon said that 

will be something that will need to be addressed at a later date.  Mr. Coughlin said he received twenty-

five to thirty copies from different towns. Mr. Frye said they made their observations and 

recommendations and said the PCAC is finished with this endeavor. Mr. Coughlin and Mr. Dixon 

thanked Mr. Frey.  

 Officer Mathew Bonawits asked if the curfew ordinances included a daytime curfew. Mr. Frey 

said that is something that should be added into the current ordinance. Officer Bonawits said he cites 

under the daytime curfew for Plains Township and they find it to be a huge advantage. He said between 

the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 1:30 P.M., if kids leave school and is seen on the streets it is considered a 

citable offense under the Plains Township ordinance.  

 Mrs. Diane Thomas, Shawnee Avenue, spoke on behalf of her husband who noticed the sidewalk 

in front of the Plymouth Borough building is beginning to shift and it is directly in line where the mine 

subsidence occurred years ago. Mr. Dixon confirmed he knew where she was talking about.   

 Mrs. Judy Rittenhouse, Beade Street, Plymouth Library Board, said the Library needs protection 

from abuse from Mr. Mahon and has letters from staff who has experienced abusive interactions and 

disrespect from him. Mrs. Rittenhouse said the library’s staff is small and she volunteers many hours and 

has experienced unruly behavior from patrons. She said the Luzerne County Library system has adopted a 

policy for library behavior and believes Mr. Mahon’s behavior justifies removal from the library building 

as a patron. Mrs. Rittenhouse reminded Mr. Mahon that the Library is a public place and there are no 

reasons to address the employees the way he does. Mr. Dixon said library business of that nature has no 

purpose in the Council Chambers. He said the chamber is for council to conduct borough business and 

inform the public of such business. Mr. Dixon said he meant no disrespect to Mrs. Rittenhouse. Mrs. 

Rittenhouse said Mr. Mahon is on the board. Mr. Dixon disagreed and said he is not on the board.  

A gentleman from East Main Street, said he lives besides 405 East Main Street which is an 

abandoned house. He states people are dumping trash and is concerned for the health and safety of his 

family. Mr. Dixon said both the current and former Code Enforcement Officers has been up there with 

citations. He said something will be done.  

Mrs. Susan Frey, East Shawnee Avenue, asked if installation of cameras was discussed the last 

time when garbage dumping near Main Street and Jeanette Street was brought up. Mr. Frye suggested to 

look into this matter further and to find out the legality and cost of placing cameras in town. Mr. Frey said 

it would help the police to enforce different ordinances and provide documented proof. Mr. Dixon said he 

will look into it and provide information for further discussion.  

Mrs. Donna Ogin, Palmer Street, said during an active structure fire on Jeanette Street, the fire 

engine came up Rocky Hill and could not get around Palmer and Jeanette Street due to parked cars on the 

corner. Mrs. Ogin stated the engine sat for fifteen minutes blowing the horn and could not get down to the 

fire and almost took a hydrant out in the process. Mrs. Ogin asked if the yellow lines could be bigger so 

the engine could make it down Jeannette Street. Mr. Dixon said there is a problem with parking 

throughout the community. Mr. McTague asked if the cars that were parked on Palmer Street are the cars 

she is referring to. Mrs. Ogin said once you come up Rocky Hill and turn right on to Jeanette Street there 

is a yellow line and he could not pass through. Mr. Dixon said he will discuss this with Mayor Petrosky.  



Mr. Frey suggested installing a red light on the corner of Vine Street that would be activated by 

the fire department, so they may be able to come out of Vine Street and go up Jeanette Street. Arthur 

Simms said this was the day shift engine who responded Vine Street and went up Rocky Hill to Jeanette 

Street because the fire hydrant is at the top of Jeanette Street.  

Mr. Mark Ruseskas, Powel Street,  said during the last meeting, it was discussed that people 

should remove the snow and it was put in the newspaper. Mr. Ruseskas asked if any citations were issued. 

He states there have been a lot of problems since then. Mr. Dixon said we receive complaints from people 

and the code Enforcement has gone out  to try to deal with this issue in a cordial way. Some of these 

people are disabled and we do not want to ticket disabled or elderly people. Some of us has gone out to 

remove snow, but we cannot get them all. Mr. Ruseskas said he witnessed an elderly lady woman fall 

near the old Sports Jess. Mr. Ruseskas said if citations aren’t being issued, nothing is going to change. 

Mr. Dixon said home and building owners are responsible for snow removal.  

Mrs. Mary Jarret, Center Avenue,  said she discussed the issue with the corner of Main and 

Academy Street at last month’s meeting. Mr. Dixon said he went to the owner of the store and talked 

about the complaints about not being able to see around the parked vehicles and delivery trucks. Mrs. 

Jarret said trucks and high profile vehicles are obstructing the view on the right and the left. Mr. Coughlin 

said the owner could contact the delivery companies to ask them to talk to the drivers. 

 

 

AGENDA VOTING 

I HEREBY MOVE TO APPOINT JOHN RHODES TO SERVE A ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY DAY 

PROBATIONARY PERIOD TO THE POSITION OF A FULL TIME STREET DEPARTMENT 

EMPLOYEE, WITH A CDL CLASS A LICENCE AT THE RATE OF $12.50. 

MOTION: Mr. McTague 

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:               7 Yes 

MOTION TO IMPLEMENT A FEE OF $15.00 (FIFTEEN DOLLARS) FOR DUMPSTER 

APPLICATIONS 

MOTION: Mr. Thomas 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

VOTE:               6 Yes, 1 No 

On the Question:  Mr. Telesco, Code Enforcement Officer, explained the need to issue permits for 

dumpsters which require the Code Enforcement Officer to inspect where the dumpster will be placed to 

ensure accessibility of emergency vehicles.   

MOTION TO APPROVE FEBRAURY 10, 2015 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MOTION: Mr. Gerko 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

VOTE:               7 Yes 



MOTION TO PAY MARCH BILLS 

GENERAL FUND:  15-013---15-157 

LIQUID FUEL:   15-029---15-046 

STREET FUND:  15-019---15-027 

RECREATION FUND:  15-005---15-006 

 

MOTION: Mr. Thomas 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

VOTE:               7 Yes 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 


