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Plymouth Borough 

Work Session and Regular Meeting 

December 8, 2015 

 

The monthly work session began at 6:58 P.M. and was held before the Regular Council Meeting. 

The regular meeting began at 7:20 P.M. and was called to order by Mr. Frank Coughlin, President of 

Council.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

Mr. Dixon  Mr. Kochinski        Mr. McTague  Mr. Coughlin  

     

Mr. Gerko  Mr. Mahon  Mr. Thomas 

 

 

CITIZEN’S REQUEST AND COMMENTS REGARDING GENERAL MATTERS 

Mrs. Cheryl Lupher of High St., said she belongs to the Valley with Heart organization 

whom wants to donate five hundred dollars’ worth of toys to our police department so the police 

officers may give out to children to whom they see fit. She asked if there was room to store the 

toys if the Plymouth Borough Police Department was to receive these toys. Mr. Coughlin said she 

will have to coordinate that with the Mayor.  On behalf of Council, the Mayor and the Borough of 

Plymouth, Mr. Coughlin thanked Mrs. Lupher and Valley with Heart for their efforts. 

Ms. Donna Michak of 10 East Main St., said Una’s donation jar was stolen. She said 

within the hour, they identified the people who took the jar and reported regrettably that it was 

indeed children who took the jar. She said Officer Bychek came down and was very helpful and 

cooperative. She said that took place on the Saturday before Thanksgiving and on Thanksgiving 

the same children broke into a house. She said since they are juveniles nothing could be done the 

officers knock on the door and they don’t open the door so nothing could be done. She said these 

kids will keep doing this. She asked if there was something that could be done to stop these kids. 

Mr. Thomas said you cannot get a warrant for a juvenile and you must petition them to juvenile 

court and it is an ongoing investigation. She said she has noticed a decline in her business over 

the last two years and said she thinks it is because people are afraid to come to Plymouth. Mr. 

Coughlin apologized for her loss. Ms. Michak said the public pulled together and put together a 

great donation because of that happening. Mr. Coughlin said it shows that there are a lot of great 

people in this town. 
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Ms. Lillian Michak expressed concern regarding the recent crimes in Plymouth. Mr. 

Coughlin asked the Mayor if there was an update regarding the Rox 52 situation. Mayor Petrosky 

said it is still under investigation along with the burglaries. Mr. Coughlin asked if she would 

inform him of any updates and he would inform Council if anything became available. 

Mr. Frank Nice of Cameron St. asked who the police chief is. Mr. Coughlin said we do 

not have a police chief; we have an officer in charge. Mr. Nice asked if the police chief retired. 

Mr. Coughlin said he retired November 18, 2015. He said Council should hire more full time 

officers instead of buying equipment. Mr. Coughlin said the majority of the equipment was 

purchased with grants and added that there is a cost that stretches for years when hiring an officer. 

Mr. Coughlin said he would do it now, if Mr. Nice agrees to raise taxes.  

Mr. Nice said the town is not safe anymore and more officers are needed. Mr. Coughlin 

acknowledged Mr. Nice’s frustration. Mr. Nice said there is nothing wrong with the current 

officers but they are spread too thin and should be paid more money. Mr. Kochinski said it costs 

the Borough twenty five thousand more dollars to hire a full time officer compared to hire a part 

time officer and health insurance is possibly increasing by forty percent by next year or within the 

next three years. Ms. Fairchild said the police department’s budget is currently operated at four 

hundred fifty three thousand dollar budget.  

Mayor Petrosky thanked Mr. Nice for the kind words. Mr. Nice said he still has the same 

problem that he spoke about with the Mayor five years ago. Mayor Petrosky said there is a need 

for full and part time officers. Mr. Nice said Plymouth has good officers but we need more of 

them. Mayor Petrosky said she spoke to a lot of citizens throughout town and they said they do 

not object to raising taxes as long as it was designated for the police department. Mr. Coughlin 

said it is easy to say raise taxes in Plymouth. He added that earned income and property taxes are 

the two biggest revenue sources. There are more and more people in Plymouth who don’t work 

resulting in lower earned income taxes and the property taxes are lowered through reassessment.  

 Mr. Nice commended the Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. Telesco on his work through 

town. Mr. Kochinski said Council did add four additional part-time police shifts last year. Mr. 

Nice asked about the condition of the street department’s equipment and added a 

recommendation to invest in the police department. Ms. Fairchild said internal issues are 

currently being handled and it would be great to hire full and part-time police but it is very 

expensive. Mr. Coughlin said a lot of work has been done in the police department over the last 

year by the officers. He added that Council would like to replace a cruiser every other year and 

having men is Council’s biggest priority. Mr. Coughlin thanked Mr. Nice for his comments. 

Mr. John, last name unknown,resident of Third St., said the Polish Alliance Club is in 

terrible shape and needs to be addressed. Mr. Coughlin asked for Mr. Telesco’s input. Mr. 

Telesco said Northeast Code will have to address this issue because it is a commercial building. 

Ms. Fairchild said she will call them the day following the meeting.  
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1.) CITIZEN’S REQUESTS AND COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS 

No comments were made regarding the agenda.  

 

Regular Meeting AGENDA  

1.) MOTION: TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 10, 2015 REGULAR 

COUNCIL MEETING. 

MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

Roll call was unanimous. 

 

2.)  MOTION:  TO ACCEPT REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS 

 MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 

 SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

 Roll call was unanimous. 

 

3.)  MOTION:  TO ACCEPT LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM MARY RITTENHOUSE  

 FOR CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.  

 MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 

 SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

 Roll call was unanimous with the exception of Mr. Mahon who voted no.  

 

4.) MOTION: TO ACCEPT SECOND READING OF THE 2016 BUDGET WHICH IS 

AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION TO THE PUBLIC MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

BETWEEN 8-4. 

 MOTION:   Mr. Thomas 

 SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

 Roll call was unanimous. 

 

5.) CORRECTION-LAST MONTH A MOTION WAS MADE TO PURCHASE THE SPREADER 

FROM POWELLS FOR $5,300.00 AND WE WERE ABLE TO GET A BETTER SAVINGS OF 

$414.00 FOR THE TOTAL PRICE WAS $4,866.00. 

 

Question on the motion: Mr. Dixon said this motion was voted on last month and asked if the 

same person who made the motion last month would have to make the motion on the correction. 

Mr. Coughlin said no. 

 

MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 
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Roll call was unanimous 

 

 

6.) THANK YOU LETTERS WERE PREPARED FOR THE FIRE DEPT WITH THEIR 

ASSISTANCE WITH THE GRANT APPROVAL WE RECEIVED FOR $15,063.00 FOR 

EQUIPMENT THAT WILL BE SHARED BY ALL 3 COMPANIES AND A THANK YOU A 

TO J & L USED AUTO FOR THE DONATION OF THE TREE AND STAND. 

 

 MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 

 SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

 Roll call was unanimous. 

Ms. Fairchild corrected motion #6 by adding that an additional letter was prepared for J & L Used 

Auto for their donation of the tree and stand. Mr. Coughlin said it was not on his copy and 

acknowledged that the letter will be sent out. Ms. Fairchild said she wants to thank anyone who 

donates by commending their generosity.  

 

7.) MOTION TO AMEND SEWER ORDINANCE FOR SEWER MAINTENANCE FEES  

Mr. Coughlin asked Ms. Fairchild to explain this motion. Ms. Fairchild began by saying 

Mr. Kostelansky was unable to attend tonight, but he is reviewing the sewer ordinance so that if 

Council implements a sewer maintenance fee that portion will be added if Council decides to set a 

resolution for a fee so that it may be changed at any time. She said she did some research on the 

surrounding towns and their fees and said Larkesville charges $150.00 a year which is $37.50 a 

quarter, Courtdale and Edwardsville is $50.00 annually, Exeter Borough is $161.60 annually, 

$41.40 a quarter, Laughlin Borough is $160.00 annually and Forty Fort is $137.00 for residential 

and $262.00 for commercial. She said she spoke about this at a different work session and asked 

if Council could at least implement a fee for $10.00 a quarter, $40.00 a year and $10.00 for storm 

and charge each resident $50.00. She said it needs to be started somewhere because if she was to 

request funding from Pennvest or USDA for an emergency break, they would not provide funding 

because there isn’t an established sewer maintenance fee. Ms. Fairchild said that Mr. Kostelansky 

said he could amend the ordinance to include a sewer fee but unfortunately since he was 

unavailable, we were not able to get that finalized. She also said that she would also like to have 

Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority act as collector for the fee and that was why the resolution 

was added to the agenda.  

Mr. Coughlin said they are not voting to implement a fee at this time, they are voting to 

see the feasibility of it.  If something is implemented, it is going to be as low as possible. Mr. 

Dixon said it is a fee to fix the sewage system and Plymouth is the only town in valley that does 

not have this fee. Mr. Coughlin said he has a lot of questions and concerns and will look at this 

and would like to keep the fee in the $40.00-$50.00 range. He said other Councilmen and he 

believe something must be done and said Beade Street cost $77,000.00 and there are more 

problems like that but lack the funds to take care of them. He said that they were lucky to have 

around $40,000.00 left from the 2011 flooding event to be able to put towards Beade Street. He 

said they were also able to talk to the Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority about a $25,000.00 
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grant, and he added that will cover one problem and who’s to say nothing else will happen. Mr. 

Coughlin said he wants to do this the cheapest way possible to help the borough without hurting 

the citizens. 

 

 MOTION:   Mr. Kochinski 

 SECOND: Mr. Thomas 

 

Mr. McTague asked if this motion should read to form a sewer authority and intent, since 

there isn’t a current authority. Mr. Coughlin said he would surmise that it would be part of the 

ordinance. Mr. McTague said it is not included in this. Ms. Fairchild explained that is why the 

solicitor said to amend the ordinance to include a fee resolution so we may set fees. Mr. McTague 

said the words should be changed. Mrs. Fairchild said the ordinance is being amended to add the 

maintenance fees. Mr. Coughlin said to include a sewer authority as well. Mr. Coughlin said 

Plymouth Township has been paying a sewer maintenance fee and the sanitary bill.  

Mr. Coughlin, Mr. McTague and Ms. Fairchild held a discussion about the age and 

potential condition of the current lines and the option of Plymouth Township tapping into 

Plymouth Borough’s sanitary lines and indicated that it has been an ongoing discussion between 

the municipalities. Mr. Coughlin indicated that Council felt they were not offered the proper 

protection for Plymouth Township to tie into Plymouth Borough’s sanitary lines and sooner or 

later there is a chance Avendale Hill may become a developed area.  

Mr. Coughlin spoke about the deteriorating infrastructure throughout the country due to 

neglect and the need to begin somewhere by implementing a fee without a heavy financial burden 

on the citizens. He also added that if the authority needs to be included into the ordinance, it can 

be amended at the special meeting on December 22, 2015. 

 

 Roll call was unanimous. 

 

8.) MOTION TO PASS RESOLUTION #8  of 2015- WVSA COLLECTOR FOR SEWER 

  

Mr. Coughlin said this is needed to be in place because if that resolution passes it will 

already be for Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority to handle. Ms. Fairchild said they would need 

to be notified soon because they want the information based on Council’s decision by the first or 

second week of January so Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority can issue the bills quarterly or 

provide any recommended discounts. She added that Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority can 

issue water terminations in the event a bill is delinquent which provides the Borough with 

protection and Code enforcement can enforce things as needed.  

MOTION:   Mr. Kochinski 

SECOND: Mr. Thomas 

      Roll call was unanimous. 

 

9.) MOTION TO PASS RESOLUTION #9  of 2015- MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION 

GRANT STREET PAVING 

MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 



6 

 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

 Roll call was unanimous. 

 

10.) MOTION TO ADVERTISE FOR A SPECIAL MEETING TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 22, 

2015 AT 6:00 P.M. 

MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 

SECOND: Mr. Kochinski 

 

 Roll call was unanimous. 

  

11.)  MOTION: TO PAY DECEMBER BILLS. 

 GENERAL FUND:   15-561---15-610  

LIQUID FUEL:    15-128---15-143 

STREET LIGHT FUND:  15-100---15-108 

RECREATION FUND:   15-029---15-030 

 MOTION:   Mr. Dixon 

 SECOND: Mr. Thomas 

 

 Roll call was unanimous. 

 

Mr. Coughlin thanked Mr. McTague for his years served on Council. He was applauded by all.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M... 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

____________________________ 

Holly Spece 

Borough Secretary/Treasurer 

 


