
Plymouth Borough 

Regular Meeting 

April 8, 2014 

 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

Golden Business Solutions will be coming on Thursday to install the computer system for the 

Police Department. In March there were six hundred seventy-one calls to the Police department that did 

not include walk-ins. There were eight non-traffic citations and ten traffic citations. Currently, there are 

42 traffic citations that were not paid. Mayor Petrosky stated that Plymouth is a small town with huge 

problems. We have two active full time officers, Chief Collins is still out on an injury and John 

Vanderlick’s position was never filled. Mr. McTague asked for the prognosis on Chief Collins. Mayor 

Petrosky said he has an MRI scheduled for his knee. Mr. McTague asked Mayor Petrosky if a date has 

been given or if he is waiting on the results of the test.  Mayor Petrosky said that Chief Collins was 

officially off until the end of March, but will have to wait on the results of the MRI.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Dixon  Mr. Kochinski  Mr. McTague 

Mr. Madrack  Mr. Gerko 

Mr. Coughlin  Mr. Mahon 

 

Mr. McTague began the meeting with a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2 of 2014. Mr. McTague 

explained that the attorney was waiting to answer any questions. The Council is required to vote on any 

Liquor license transfer from one town to another. Mr. McTague asked the audience if there were 

comments, questions or objections, and further explained that the license will transfer from Larkesville to 

the old Turkey Hill.  

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2 OF 2014: A RESOLUTION OF PLYMOUTH 

BOROUGH, COUNTY OF LUZERNE, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING OF 

THE TRANSFER OF RESTAURANT LICENCE NO. R-18025 INTO PLYMOUTH BOROUGH 

FROM LARKSVILLE BOROUGH LUZERNE COUNTY. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 



ON THE QUESTION:   Mr. McTague asked the attorney if he had any comments. The attorney said he 

did not have any questions and said if anyone in the audience had any questions he would be happy to 

answer them. Mr. Dixon asked if there would be a “No Loitering” sign hung on the building and the 

attorney said there would be a sign. Mr. Dixon said that it would need to be enforced because of the day 

care and other surrounding residents. Mr. McTague asked if the hours of operation would be the same as 

the current hours, the attorney said yes. Mrs. Mary Jarret asked if a stop light could be installed at the 

bottom of Academy Street. Mr. McTague said that council has tried many times. Mrs. Jarret said it is very 

difficult to turn off of Academy Street. Mr. Coughlin said that the State pulls statistical reports of 

accidents in a given area to decide whether or not a light is necessary.  

 

CITIZEN’S INPUT 

 

Mr. Don Knealy , 456  First Street, thanked the Street department for the great job they did while 

they were snow plowing. Mr. Knealy said Reynolds Street storm drains are blocked with dirt to the top 

with grass and trees growing out of the drain. When we get a heavy rain storm, storm water cannot flow 

into the storm drain and it flows down to Shawnee Avenue and affects the people who live there because 

of the two small storm drains on Reynolds and First Streets. Mr. Knealy asked when will pothole patching 

begin, Mr. McTague said as soon as the weather breaks. Mr. Madrack said currently there is a bid out. 

Mr. Knealy said the potholes on the bottom of Reynolds and Nautingham Streets are bad. Mr. McTague 

said Plymouth Borough is trying to change the way potholes are fixed. He explains, instead of filling the 

potholes, we are looking into contractors coming in squaring up the pothole, digging it out and filling the 

edges with tar.  

Mr. Adam Morehart, Plymouth Citizens’ Action Committee, has been formulating a non-

combative letter to send to lawmakers to help the small towns throughout Pennsylvania and providing an 

answer on how they can help us. The letter has been finalized and will be sent out next week. Also, an 

online petition will be available to show Pennsylvania legislators that the voters of Plymouth Borough 

support this letter.  Mr. Morehart said that Plymouth Citizens’ Action Committee is lucky to have the 

support of Councilmen Mr. Madrack, Mr. Kochinski, Mr. Dixon, and Mr. Mahon who attend the PCAC 

meetings.  

Mr. Adam Morehart, 4 West River Street, said he understands that all the Councilmen are trying 

to do what is expected of them. Mr. Morehart said he was extremely uncomfortable with the arguing that 

took place earlier. Mr. Morehart understands diversity, but as a citizen of this town, he thought this 

behavior was in the past. Mr. Morehart urges the Council to find the respect to compromise. He added 

that bickering and fighting will not solve any of our problems. Mr.Morehart fears a majority and a 

minority will be formed. Mr. Dixon said never to make a promise that you cannot keep.  

Mr. McTague said since January that the Council has taken care of a lot of hidden work; he said he plans 

to write down all that has been done so far and would be glad to dispute the fact with anyone. Mr. 

McTague said that there is still a lot of work that needs to be done and things are going to change in this 

town and the residents will be pleased.  

 Mrs. Mary Rittenhouse, President of Plymouth Neighborhood Watch, began with an upcoming 

date for the Easter egg hunt that will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2014 at the Huber Field at 11:00 

A.M... Mrs. Rittenhouse extended an invitation to Mayor Petrosky and the Councilmen.  

 Plymouth Neighborhood Watch meetings are held the on the third Tuesday each month at 7:00 

P.M.. Mrs. Rittenhouse explained that they are currently changing the location of the meetings from 



Goodwill Hose Co. #2 to the Plymouth Borough Building, beginning on April 15, 2014. Mrs. Rittenhouse 

said Mr. Gary Mack, Vice Chairperson of Council of Governments will be there discussing the Northeast 

Pennsylvania task force.  

Mrs. Rittenhouse was surprised that this was the first she heard of the Liquor License transfer. 

Mr. Madrack explained that it was advertised in the newspaper. Mr. McTague said it was also posted on 

the store’s front door for a long time. Mrs. Rittenhouse voiced concern about the proximity of the high 

school. She feels as President of Plymouth Neighborhood Watch, that the store will be added to the list of 

places to control. Mrs. Rittenhouse apologized if it was in the newspaper. Mr. Coughlin said when there is 

transfer of a liquor license, it must be posted at a minimum of three months and all the information about 

the transfer must be posted at the business. Mr. McTague said that the store runs a nice and clean 

business.  

Mrs. Mary Jarret, 219 Center Avenue, ensured that Plymouth Public Library is still pursuing the 

Plymouth Farmer’s Market. She explained that the farmers have been experiencing weather issues, such 

as a frost line that exceeds six inches.  Until the ground thaws, it cannot be plowed nor can vegetables be 

planted. Mrs. Jarret said the opening date is moved to July 12, 2014. Mrs. Jarret said this will be a 

community effort  and all proceeds will benefit the Plymouth Public Library. Mrs. Jarret feels that this 

town needs a Farmer’s Market to stop the cars that go up and down Main Street. She requested volunteers 

and explained that Plymouth Public Library is a small group and would appreciate the help.  

Mrs. Jarret requested a clearer bill list to be provided to all who attend the Council meetings to 

provide transparency. Mrs. Jarret said last month the Borough did not have money to buy vests nor a 

computer system, but when she called Plymouth Borough she was surprised to learn of a new telephone 

system. Mr. McTague said a new phone system was needed and the old phone system was 27 years old. 

Mrs. Jarret said she also wanted a work session to be held two weeks prior to the Council Meeting. Mr. 

Coughlin said the website is available to anyone who would like to provide information to be posted on 

the website. Mr. Mahon asked if Council could move to make the motion. Mr. McTague said he would 

like to go through the agenda first.  Mr. Mahon said he would like to add this motion to the agenda 

approving work sessions one week prior to the Council meeting.   

Mr. John Frey, asked Council if he may present the letter from Plymouth Citizens’ Action 

Committee that will be sent to Pennsylvania Legislators. The letter is regarding the deterioration of the 

Wyoming Valley. Attached to these minutes is a copy of the letter.  

Mr. Mathew Hornich, 52 Turner Street, thanked Mr. Dixon and Mr. Kochinski for not straying 

away from the promises they made during their run for election. Mr. Hornich said he did not know what 

is happening with the part time police. He said the Councilmen need to sit down and work out their 

differences. 

Mr. Paul Simms, Plymouth Borough Recreation Board, is pleased to see the progress on the 

Beade Street playground. It was brought to the Recreation Board’s attention that the Rail Riders are 

running an adopt a field program for the communities in the Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties. A letter 

was written with a brief history of John Mergo’s Community Park and six pictures of the field were 

attached to the letter. Mr. Simms indicated that there is an original back stop from the 1950’s that is still 

on the field. He explained that if Community Field is one of the ten selected, and five to be worked on, 

there will be the option to vote for Community Field online. Mr. Dixon said there are a few members of 

the Recreation Board in the audience who have provided input into this project. Mr. Dixon asked them to 

stand up and be recognized. Mr. Simms said that the next Recreation Board meeting will be held on April 

14, 2014. 



Mr. Mark Prebish, 57 Ferry Street, said he cleaned up all the garbage near the Ash Diamond. Mr. 

Prebish said he spoke to Mr. Madrack about Phillips Refuse picking up the garbage in the barrels. He 

explained the one day he had cleaned up the garbage and noticed six children at the park He had left his 

house around 12:30 P.M., and when he returned he found the garbage barrels had been knocked over and 

garbage was spread everywhere once again. Mr. Prebish requested that a sign be made, indicating “no 

littering” and “no foul language”. Mr. Coughlin said when the basketball courts were first built there was 

sign was installed. Mr. Prebish said the sign is gone, and added, if a sign was placed there, it would 

provide rules that could be enforced by the Police.  

Mrs. Threasa Gavenonus, 358 West Shawnee Avenue, Vice Chairperson of Community Garden, 

requested Council to provide a seven and zero vote that they will work for the Residents of Plymouth 

Borough. Mr. Mahon said up to this moment he was not aware of a division. Mrs. Gavenonus said that is 

not what was shown tonight. Mr. Coughlin said he has been on Council for a long time and said there will 

be nights like this. Mr. Coughlin explained, a lot of good things can come out of a disagreement. Mrs. 

Gavenonus said she feels there is division among the Council. Mr. Madrack disagrees with her and 

apologizes, but insists it is not the case. Mr. Madrack said the Council will disagree on things but it will 

make for better government.   

 Mrs. Gavenonus said a twenty by twenty plot is available for the Community Garden. A farmer 

donated four acres behind the Plymouth Township Municipal Building and a meeting is being held April 

26, 2014 at the Plymouth Borough Building at 6:30 P.M. to discuss details.  

 Mrs. Mary Laughlin, Franklin Street, is asking for clarification with regards to parking on 

Franklin Street. Mrs. Laughlin said citations were given out and she recently found out that passenger side 

must be curbside. Mr. McTague indicated that it is listed in the vehicle code. She said that it has not been 

enforced before. Mr. McTague said it was enforced on certain streets such as Shawnee avenue, because of 

the risk of crossing into oncoming traffic. Mrs. Laughlin explains some personal issues with parking that 

way on Franklin Street. She asked why it was fine for other streets to park the other way and other streets 

cannot. Mr. McTague directed the question to Officer Mike Thomas. Officer Thomas said the Police 

department was receiving a lot of complaints regarding the parking in town and we have made attempts to 

step up, but without a full time parking enforcement officer, it is difficult to take care of all of the 

complaints. Officer Thomas explained, as the officers’ drive through town, violations are noticed and 

citations are given. He added that Plymouth Police Department is not targeting anyone specifically; we 

are targeting a town as a whole and are looking for other violations as well. Mrs. Laughlin said if it is a 

law, it is a law, but then it should be enforced throughout town.  

 

 

AGENDA VOTING 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 11, 2014 REGULAR MEETING 

 

MOTION: Mr. Dixon  

SECOND: Mr. Gerko 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 

 



MOTION TO HIRE CARLO TELESCO AS CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AT THE RATE OF 

FIFTEEN DOLLARS ($15.00) AN HOUR 

 Mr. McTague moved to table this motion until all the Councilmen were able to interview 

Mr.CarloTelesco. Mr. Carlo Telesco was highly recommended by Mr. John Thomas. Mr. McTague asked 

to take a vote on table this motion. It was decided to perform the interview immediately following the 

Council meeting. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Kochinski 

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 

MOTION TO PAY APRIL BILLS 

GENERAL FUND:   14-160 --14-202 

LIQUID FUEL :        14-036-- 14-046 

STREET FUND:       14-021 --14-029 

RECREATION:        14-006---14-007 

 

MOTION: Mr. Madrack  

SECOND: Mr. Mahon 

VOTE:  6 yes 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE WORK SESSIONS HELD ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

 

MOTION: Mr. Mahon  

SECOND: Mr. Madrack 

VOTE:  4 yes, 3 no 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

 

 

 


